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DEDICATION 

This book is dedicated to God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the person of the 
Holy Spirit; all three in one, who created the heavens and the earth, and who put 
humanity upon this earth to be its caretaker; to name and to have dominion over all 
living creatures upon the earth; in the sea and under the earth. 


Humanity was to follow just two simple commandments given by God the Father; 
but alas, humanity failed miserably to obey these two simple commandments, and 
was led down the pathway of deception by Satan into sin. 


Jesus came to die on the cross for us, to provide a pathway for us to be restored 
back to a communion with the Father. Jesus gave us two new commandments to 
follow, but alas, many have not learned from our past mistakes in the Old Testament, 
and continued to reject God’s word, and have continued to turn away for God’s word, 
His promises, and His blessings. 


Therefore, this book is written, “to awaken the church out of its sleep!”, 
because the day of our visitation is nearer than we expect. Christ has promised to 
come to collect His betrothed, to take her to heaven to be His bride. This is to be a 
bride without blemish, and after the Marriage ceremony a major party at the Marriage 
Supper of the Lamb (back on earth). 


COPYRIGHT 

The content of this book remains the copyrighted property of Rev. Dr Jeffry 
David Camm and his estate in succession. Permission is given for extracts of this 
book to be used for Teaching or Bible Study purposes. Complete copies of this book 
may be made and used for evangelistic purposes, provided the books are not sold. 


FOREWORD 

Throughout the scriptures, we have seen men and women of God “stand in the 
gap” for individuals and for nations. What is it, which singles out some people for 
some very special tasks, and yet other people for completely different tasks, but all 
serving the one and only true God? 

What was it that caused William Wilberforce to submit a private member's bill 
into the UK parliament each year for 27 years before it finally became law? What 
was it that changed a slave trader's life so drastically, that he was able to write the 
hymn “Amazing Grace”? 

This book looks at some of the great intercessors recorded in scripture and in 
later history, and attempts to shed some light upon this question. 


CHAPTER ONE: WHAT IS AN INTERCESSOR? 


Many people, if asked this question would give a general answer like; “a 
person who stands in the gap for another person, and/or situation, and offers 
up prayers to Jesus Christ on their behalf”. 


Every born-again Christian believer is supposed to do that! |n fact, we are 
commanded by God in the scriptures to pray for one another. Therefore, it is every 


born-again Christian’s responsibility, and duty, to pray for people within the Body of 
Christ. 


Does everybody do it? Unfortunately, not all Christians are obedient to the word 
of God, and many of them do not do it! 


In many churches around the world, we have groups of people coming together 
and praying for various people(s) and/or situations, which affect people they know. 
They may pray for families affected by illness, tragedies, or major catastrophic 
events, like earthquakes, bushfires, floods, tsunamis, etc. These are all the roles and 
responsibilities of every Christian in the Body of Christ. 


There is great rejoicing when people see their prayers answered, especially if 
the answer happens within a short time after the prayers were offered up to God. 


“Prayer warriors” look at the person/situation and pray to God Almighty for a 
change to take place. They pray for God to intervene and change the physical 
situation and/or circumstances of the affected person. 


Everybody is told to pray for one another, but not every person can pray ina 
way to intercede for a person, just as Jesus continually intercedes for us, before the 
Father, to get God’s solution to the answered prayer. 

Many people pray to receive man‘s view of the problem and man’s solution 


to the problem. They want God to be our servant, and change our situation, at our 
bidding. 


However, the role of the intercessor is different to this, because the 
point of origin of the prayer is different. 


Intercessors are called by God into this special office, the same way God calls 
people as “gifts to the Body of Christ”; as apostles, prophets, teachers, evangelists, 
and pastors and all the other special giftings mentioned throughout the scriptures’. 

Intercessors may see physical things around them (just like prayer warriors do), 
but that is not their starting point for prayer. 

Intercessors ask God to reveal to them via the Holy Spirit, what God wants 
them to pray for, so He can intervene into that situation and answer their prayers, 
God’s way. They want God to answer their prayers according to how God wants 
to operate in the situation, not how man sees the situation, nor how man wants the 


' See Appendix One: 29 Spiritual Gifts. 


~ 


situation resolved. This is why intercessors are thought to be “a little strange” by 
many pastors. 


For example; the intercessor might say; “/ believe that the Holy Spirit wants me 
to pray about a certain situation, or group of people, to prepare them for; 


a) A mighty challenge which is to befall them in the near future, to encourage 
them in their faith, or 

b) A tragedy which has come upon one of the group, for example; to be told 
that a member of the congregation has just been diagnosed with stage 2 
cancer, or; 

c) Of impending catastrophic events that will befall a city or a congregation”. 


The pastor will listen, but these things do not seem relevant to the everyday 
circumstances within the congregation, at that specific time, therefore many times 
the “leadings” and/or “warnings” of the Holy Spirit through intercessors are 
ignored. 


The Pharaoh’s dreams about the seven fat cows and the seven lean cows, 
which ate up the fat cows is a good example’ of such a warning. 


It did not seem relevant at the time. None of the Pharaoh’s prophets could 
interpret this dream, or reveal the meaning of the dream, but Joseph was called, and 
He was able to reveal this dream. 


Firstly, he prayed to God for revelation of how God wanted this dream to be 
presented to the Pharaoh. In this instance, Joseph was not looking at the “physical” 
information in the dream (the cows), but he enquired from God to reveal the 
“spiritual” revelation of the dream. 


God revealed to Joseph that the seven fat cows represented seven years of 
bountiful harvest, and the seven lean cows represented seven years of famine, 
which were to follow. 

God told Joseph to tell the Pharaoh to prepare large storehouses, to harvest 
the excess grain and keep it to provide for the nation during the seven years of 
famine. 


There are many other cases like this in the scriptures. Another clear example; 
(with terrible consequences) is where Joshua failed to follow this advice, and to seek 
the Lord first, before sending his troops out to battle. This resulted in a major defeat 
for Israel. 


? Genesis 41: 1-38 


ea) 


After the mighty victory of Israel over the people of Jericho, Joshua sent out 
spies to look at Ai, near Bethel. 


He listened to his military leader’s reports, instead of listening to God, and 
ordered a small force to go up against Ai to take the city. Joshua failed to ask God’s 
permission before this battle and his troops were sorely defeated, because there was 
sin in the camp. 


Had Joshua enquired of the Lord before he sent the army into battle against Ai, 
the Lord would have informed him that someone had been disobedient amongst the 
tribes of Israel and had taken some of the spoils of the battle in Jericho, which God 
Almighty had strictly forbidden. 


This person had to be found, the family put to death by stoning, so the nation 
could be cleansed once again. Only after this cleansing had taken place could God 
allow the nation of Israel to have further victories. 


After this cleansing had taken place, then God said Joshua could now go up 
against the city and gave He gave Joshua the strategy of how to take the city, 
destroy all of the inhabitants, and to confiscate their sheep and cattle, and to destroy 
the city by fire. 

In another instance, after Joshua had learned his lesson, he enquired of the 
Lord before he prepared for the battle against the Philistines. “Shal/ | go up and 
battle against the Philistines? God’s answer gave Joshua the strategy for victory. 
God said; “No! Do not go up against them directly, but go to the forests, to the west 
of the battlefield and wait until you hear the wind rustle the leaves of the trees, for 
this will be the sign that my heavenly forces have already passed by and destroyed 
the enemy and given them into your hands”. 

It would seem to be the same situation for Joshua, but two different battles. His 
military leaders looked at the physical situations and gave worldly strategies. Joshua 
enquired of the Lord and received two very different answers. Here we have two 
different strategies from God, to overcome the enemy in two different battles. 

Military leaders are interested in tactics and the enemies’ strengths and 
weaknesses, but God wants us to learn to trust Him, because His ways are higher 
that our ways, and His plans are ALWAYS PERFECT! 

Therefore, intercessors have to have a very close relationship with God and be 
able to recognise the voice of the Holy Spirit, 


In the Book of Acts, Ananias was one of these types of intercessors,? who was 
able to recognise the voice of the Holy Spirit when it called out his own name --- just 
once, only once!* 

Even though Saul (later called Paul) had letters of authority to arrest “followers 


of the way”, and take them back to Jerusalem in chains and put them into prison, 


* Acts 9:10-20 
“The Prophet Samuel, as a child, was called by God four times before he answered God and 
received God’s message 


Ananias obeyed the voice of the Holy Spirit and went as instructed, laid hands upon 
Saul, so that the scales fell off his eyes and he could receive his sight. 

Notice that intercessors are not just restricted to prayer. They are sometimes 
ordered to lead armies, do miracles, and suffer hardship and many other things, as 
we follow them through the scriptures and later history. 


In some cases, that may mean handing over the pulpit to members of his own 
congregation, so that God can reveal messages to the congregation, through a 
different gift, that the pastor does not possess. 


Pastors (like generals) have to recognise that they cannot lead their 
congregations, where they have not been themselves. 


CHAPTER TWO: JOB - THE FAMILY INTERCESSOR 


Many Christians may find it hard to believe that God has board meetings in 
heaven, and He calls His Archangels and even Satan (the prince of the air) into His 
presence, to give reports and accounts on the progress of their assigned activities. 
This is how the book of Job’ starts, with God convening a board meeting in heaven, 
and asking Satan to report upon his assigned activities. 


Satan reports that he has been going around all over the earth, seeking people 
that he can deceive, defame, or destroy. Then God asks Satan for an opinion about 
God’s faithful servant, “Job”. 


Satan answers that God has too much protection around Job, his family and his 
wealth that he cannot get anywhere near him. Satan issues a challenge to God, that 
if God will remove his protection, then he is sure that Job will curse God. 


Because God knows His servant Job very well, the challenge is accepted by 
God, because Satan still does not realise that he is already defeated by God and this 
test is just another way of teaching us, (also His servants) how to trust God in all 
things. 

Job used to pray for his family every day. He prayed for God’s forgiveness for 
the sins that they had knowingly committed and for the ones also that they had 
unknowingly committed. 


Throughout all the trials that Job was subjected to by Satan, the accusations 
made to him by his enemies, and also by his friends, Job continued to pray to God 
each day, continued to give praise and glory unto God. He did not blame God for any 
of the circumstances that he now found himself in, nor did he lose his faith in his 
God. 


° Book of Job, chapter 1 


This whole book, (believed by many scholars to be) the first book ever written in 
the scriptures, clearly shows the trials and the tribulations which many intercessors 
have to suffer. Even his life-long friends accused him and said that he must have 
sinned; otherwise God would not allow him to be troubled and tested like this. 


His friends had a twisted view and understanding of who God is and how He 
deals with us individually. They saw God as a distant God who ruled and judged His 
servants with a rod of iron. They did not understand that God is a God of love and 
He loves all of us equally, irrespective of whether we have sinned or not. 

God rewards those that diligently seek Him and honours Him, especially those 
who follow Him in all their ways. 

Despite all the trials and the tribulations that befell Job, He remained faithful to 
His God. However, Job did not accuse God of putting these trials on his head, nor 
did Job curse Him, or complain about Him in anyway. Throughout this whole series 
of tests, Job remained a faithful servant to God. Here was a person who was so 
connected to God that even when all of God’s protection was removed from around 
him he still did not falter and curse His God. 


Intercessors have to learn from examples in scripture like this and to 
follow them to receive their blessings from God, not from man. 


In conclusion, what have we learned about Job and his role as an intercessor? 


e Job prayed for each individual in his family every day. 

e Job prayed for the sins that they did knowingly — which are the sins 
committed in direct rebellion to God’s word. 

e Job prayed for the sins that they did unknowingly — which are sins that 
they have yet to identify in scripture, because of their spiritual immaturity. 

e When God took away his family, his wealth, and his health, Job still 
refused to curse or complain against God. 

e Job refused to accept the guilt laid upon him by his friends, for sins they 
accused him of committing, which he knew were unfounded. 

e Throughout all these times of trial and persecution, Job continued to 
praise and worship God every day. 

e Atthe end of the trial period, Satan had to acknowledge defeat. Job had 
won and the challenge ended. Then the scripture records that he had 
seven more children and was wealthier and more prosperous than 
before the trials began. 

e God rewards all those who are steadfast in their faith. 


Therefore, we need to do the same as Job, and become a sirong witness for 
Jesus to this generation, irrespective of the trials and/or hardships that may come 
upon us. We should do this to glorify God, not to lift up our own image to the people 
around us. 


CHAPTER THREE: ABRAHAM 


We all know the story, how God called Abraham and told him to leave his 
family and his country and go to a country that God would show him. 


No unemployment benefits, no superannuation, no healthcare programs, no 
supermarkets, etc. just trusting in the Lord for all things. That is what “trusting in 
the Lord” really means. 


Many Christians today would not trust the Holy Spirit to lead them to a church 
that He wants them to attend, let alone choosing a city to live in, or a new country to 
go to live in. That is because we have never been taught “how to enquire of the 
Lord”, in these situations. 


This is a very important skill for all Christians to learn, especially intercessors. 
In Genesis chapter 18, we have the account of Abraham sitting outside his tent and 
seeing three strangers approaching. 


In truly Eastern cultural tradition, he goes out to meet them and to offer them 
the hospitality of his tent. During the course of the meal, the Angel of the Lord 
(Jesus in His spiritual form) reveals that He has come with his two warrior angels to 
destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, because of their wicked ways. Their sins were many; 


1. They failed to look after the needy and the poor, 
2. Their sexual sins were an abomination in the eyes of the Lord. 


Even though these people were not related to Abraham in anyway, he 
immediately starts to intercede on their behalf. In Genesis Chapter 18:23 we start 
this interesting dialogue between Abraham and Jesus in His spiritual form. 


Abraham says to the Lord; “Will you kill the good and the bad alike? Suppose 
you find fifty godly people there within the city — will you destroy it, and not spare it 
for their sakes? That would not be right! Surely, you would not do such a thing, to kill 
the godly with the wicked! Why, you would be treating the godly and the wicked 
exactly the same! Surely, you would not do that! Should not the judge of all the earth 
be fair”? 

Jesus replied; “/f / find fifty godly people there, | will spare the entire city for 
their sakes”. Notice it was not Abraham who decided who was righteous, but God 
Himself. 


Abraham continued to intercede on behalf of the people within Sodom and 
Gomorrah. Forty-five, forty, thirty, twenty and finally only ten godly people; and Jesus 
replied; “that for only ten righteous godly people He would not destroy the 
city”. 

However, when Jesus surveyed the residents of the city, He only found four 
godly righteous people within the city. Despite this fact and because of Abraham's 
intercession for this city, Jesus could not kill these four innocent people along with 
the wicked. He had to devise a plan to rescue them before He ordered the 
destruction of the city. 


Jesus told the other two angels to rescue Lot, his wife and their 2 daughters, 
and tell them to leave the city and not look back, because if they did they would die. 


We know that Lot’s wife did look back and was turned into a pillar of salt, the 
remains of which is still visible on the side of the valley going down to the Dead Sea, 
even today, aS a permanent reminder to everyone of what happens when you 
disobey God’s instructions. Now we know the story; so now comes the challenge! 


If Jesus came to your city today, accompanied by two angels and He told you 
that He was planning to destroy your city because of its sin, would you intercede 
like Abraham did, or would you go home, quickly pack a few belongings and leave, 
without telling anybody of the visitation you had from the Lord? 


Could you be sure that Jesus would find ten godly righteous people 
within your city that Jesus deems to be righteous and godly, so that the city 
could be saved? That is the challenge for every pastor in every congregation, 
in every nation today. 


If you cannot answer “yes” truthfully, then you and your city have a problem that 
needs immediate action, to prevent further destruction. 


Satan is the accuser of the brethren and if you cannot answer truthfully that 
there are at least ten (10) godly righteous people in your congregation, Satan has 
the right to go before the courts of justice in heaven and make accusations against 
your congregation. This is not me saying this. This is what the scripture says, 
whether we like it or not! IT |S WRITTEN! 


Whether you respond to this problem, or ignore this problem only history will 
tell, but it leaves the lost sheep without a shepherd who really cares for his flock, if 
this situation is ignored and God will deal with that circumstance in His own way and 
according to His own perfect timing. 


CHAPTER FOUR: MOSES 


From the time of his birth, Moses was identified as being special, even though 
his own parents may not have recognised it at the time. Moses’ mother prayed for 
God’s protection over her son before he was placed in a basket and lowered into the 
Nile River. 

Left to drift in the Nile River, completely at the mercy of the currents and the 
crocodiles, Moses is found by the Pharaoh’s daughter, raised in the palace, 
educated by the best tutors, trained in the arts of warfare and destined for glory 
among the princes of Egypt. However, God Almighty had other ideas! 


On a visit to the new city of Rameses II under construction, Moses sees the 
terrible injustices being done to the Jewish slaves and his compassions causes him 
to act. He stops his chariot and kills an Egyptian soldier, which forces him to flee out 
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of Egypt, into the desert to be remoulded by the Master Potter (just like is written in 
Jeremiah 18, into another vessel, which is fit to be used by the Master). 


It took forty years for the remoulding of his soul to take place. Forty (40), we 
know, is the biblical time of testing. God appears to Moses in a burning bush, which 
burns, but is not consumed; it does not turn into ash. Now Moses was eighty years of 
age when this encounter took place. What can we learn from this? “You are never 


too old to be of service to God Almighty!”® 

At this encounter, God tells Moses of his assignment, to go back to Egypt, 
confront Pharaoh and tell them “to let my people go”, just like God told Abraham of 
his assignment to leave his family, his country and go to a land | will show you. 


Did Moses go willingly? NO! He argued with God and found all manner of 
reasons and excuses why he could not do this task and told God He should choose 
someone else. However, eventually he relented and obeyed the calling of God upon 
his life. 

If you were in this situation; if you had a visitation from God, maybe not as a 
burning bush, but it could be a vision on the road, as you are driving your car, ora 
dream in the middle of the night, which wakes you up, and you still remember the 
dream many days later, how would you react? 

| cannot answer this question for you, so | leave it out there for you to think 
about. What would you do if you had a visitation from the Lord God Almighty and He 
told you to do something? 


e Would you obey Him? 

e Would you seek some other Christian’s advice? 

e Would you go tell your pastor and seek confirmation? 
e Would you talk it over with your family? 


e Would you tell the intercessors in your church, and ask them to pray for 
you, for confirmation? 


e What would you do? 


Moses went back to his tent, told his wife and his father-in-law, packed up his 
donkey and headed back to Egypt, to go and find his Jewish family and to tell his 
brother Aaron what God had told him to do. 


From that moments onwards, (for the rest of his life, another forty years), 
Moses learnt to trust in the Lord and to lean not upon his own understanding. 


As disciples of Jesus Christ, we have to learn to do this also. It does not come 
automatically we have to individually and corporately LEARN how to trust the Lord IN 
ALL SITUATIONS. 


When Moses arrives back in Egypt and finds his family and tells them about his 
encounter with God Almighty in the desert, were they happy to see him? Not all of 
them were. Not all of them believed him. The Jews asked questions, to make Moses 
explain this instruction from an unknown God. Who was He? What was He to them? 


° The Salvation Army makes you retire from officer-ship at the age of 65. This is not Biblical! 
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God Almighty, in His infinite wisdom, had already foreseen these questions and 
had provided Moses with the answers to tell the Jewish people, as recounted in 
Exodus chapters three and four’. 


“But | am not the person for a job like that!” Moses exclaimed. Then God told 
him, “I will certainly be with you and this is the proof that | AM the one who is sending 
you: When you have led the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God here upon 
this mountain!” 


Nevertheless, Moses asked, “If | go to the people of Israel and tell them that 
their fathers’ God has sent me, they will ask, ‘Which God are you talking about?’ 
What shall | tell them?” “The Sovereign God (I AM that | AM)” was the reply. “Just 
say “I AM has sent me!’ Yes, tell them ‘Jehovah, the God of your ancestors, the God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, has sent me to you.’ [This is my eternal name, to be 
used throughout all generations. 


“Call together all the elders of Israel!” God instructed him, “and tell them about 
Jehovah appearing to you in this burning bush and that He said to you, ‘I have 
visited my people, and have seen what is happening to them here in Egypt. | 
promise to rescue them from their drudgery and the humiliation they are undergoing, 
and take them to the land now occupied by the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, 
Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, a land “flowing with milk and honey’. The elders of 
the people of Israel will accept your message. 


They must go with you to the king of Egypt and tell him, ‘Jehovah, the God of 
the Hebrews, has met with us and instructed us to go three days’ journey into the 
desert to sacrifice to Him. Give us your permission.’ 


“But | know that the king of Egypt will not let you go except under heavy 
pressure. God says; | will give him all the pressure he needs! | will destroy Egypt 
with my miracles, then at last, he will let you go, and | will see to it that the Egyptians 
load you down with gifts when you leave, so that you will by no means go out empty- 
handed! Every woman will ask for jewels, silver, gold, and the finest of clothes from 
her Egyptian master’s wife and neighbours. You will clothe your sons and daughters 
with the best of Egypt!” 


However, Moses still doubted that this would be enough to convince the Elders 
if Israel that Jehovah has actually appeared to him in the wilderness, despite God 
Almighty already telling him that the Elders would accept his message. 

Moses said, “They won't believe me! They will not do what | tell them. They will 
say, ‘Jehovah never appeared to you”! 

“What do you have there in your hand?” the Lord asked him. And he replied, “A 
shepherd’s rod”. “Throw it on the ground,” the Lord told him. So he threw it down — 
and it became a serpent, and Moses ran from it. 

Then the Lord told him, “Grab it by the tail!” He did this and it became a rod in 
his hand again. “Do that and they will believe you”! The Lord told him. “Then they will 
realise that Jehovah, the God of their ancestors, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, has really appeared to you. 


” Living Bible Translation 
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We know in Exodus chapter 4 that God laid out the strategy for Moses to tell to 
the Elders of the tribes of Israel, even before he took one-step on his journey to 
return to Egypt. 


Moses trusted the Lord for a further forty years, leading the people out of Egypt, 
into the wilderness and around in the wilderness, until God was ready to allow the 
remnant, (all those who were under twenty years of age when the nation of Israel left 
Egypt) to enter into the Promised Land. All those above twenty died in the 
wilderness, with the exception of Joshua and Caleb. 


At the end of forty years of wandering in the desert; where their shoes never 
wore out, their clothes never wore out; where they were fed manna from heaven 6 
days a week, with a provision of a double collection on the sixth day, so they had 
food for the Sabbath without working on the Sabbath. It was time for the next 
generation to move over the River Jordan, under the leadership of Joshua. This year 
2016, (5776 in the Hebrew Calendar) marks the 70" jubilee of 50 year jubilees (that 
is 3500 years) since Joshua led the people across the Jordan into the Promised 
Land. 


CHAPTER FIVE: DAVID 


King David started his life as a mere shepherd boy, spending time in the 
mountains and valleys, looking after his father’s sheep, protecting them from lions 
and bears. He was so good at his job that he actually killed a bear and a lion with his 
bare hands. 


We know from scripture that God Almighty proclaimed his inheritance to the line 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Israel), but because of their disobedience, God 
forsake this line and then chose the line of Jesse®. 


This is confirmed in Psalm 78, (Living Translation) verse 67 onwards, where it 
reads; But He rejected Joseph’s family, the tribe of Ephraim and chose the 
tribe of Judah, and Mount Zion (Jerusalem) which He loved. There He built His 
towering temple, solid and enduring, as the heavens and the earth. He chose His 
servant David, taking him from feeding sheep, and from following the ewes and 
lambs; God presented David to His people, as their shepherd, and he cared for them 
with a true heart and with skilful hands. 


When God told Prophet Samuel to go to Jesse’s house and anoint one of his 
sons to be king over Israel, Samuel went looking for a king like Saul, a man of 
stature, physically strong and worthy to be king. Samuel was looking at the outside, 
just as he did when God told him to select Saul, and anoint him to be King over 


® This is a warning. If you fail to honour God’s laws He will change your inheritance. 


Israel. But God warned the nation that there would be problems if they chose a king, 
and there were problems. 


But when he came to Jesse’s house and all the sons were assembled before 
him, God was silent, not one of these sons was acceptable to God to be king. 
Samuel asked Jesse if this was all of his children and Jesse replied that there was 
one other, a youth who was out tending and protecting the sheep. 


Samuel commanded that the teenager be brought before him and God 
confirmed to Samuel that this was the son to be anointed King over Israel. God knew 
the heart of each of Jesse’s sons and God chose David, a youth after His own heart, 
to be chosen as king over the nation of Israel. 


We know from the psalms that David was a man who enquired of the Lord on 
many occasions, and for even the smallest of things. When He did this he was 
always blessed and his decisions clearly shows that the wisdom of God was upon 
him. 

But when he made spontaneous decisions, without first going to the Lord for 
advice and wisdom, major errors were made in his judgements. 


This is what David did, as he moulded together a group of misfits, escaped 
prisoners, robbers and other undesirables, into a well-trained fighting force, which 
went on the glorify the Lord in their attack on Israel’s enemies. 


Because David communed with the Lord on a regular basis, and sort the Lord’s 
guidance, to help him rule and reign in a manner worthy for the Lord, God allowed 
there to be peace in his nation for forty years. 


This again is a lesson for all intercessors today. When intercessors pray 
mightily before the Lord, He allows peace to reign in their hearts and in the people 
around them. There are many places upon the earth, where presently peace does 
not reign; intercessors can change that situation by their continual prayers before the 
Lord, requesting God's will to be implemented in these situations, so that the Lord is 
glorified, not Islam, nor Communism, or other terrorist activities. 

When David was old, Nathan came into his presence and asked him if he had 
appointed Adonijah to be king over Israel. He then went on to explain that the 
coronation celebrations were now taking place and that General Joab and Abiathar 
the priest, was feasting with him and proclaiming; “Long live king Adonijah.” 

He confirmed to King David that he had promised Solomon would reign in his 
place — not Adonijah. 

And in 1 Kings 1:29 King David makes a proclamation; “As the Lord lives who 
has rescued me from every danger, | decree that your son Solomon shall be the next 
king and shall sit upon my throne, just as | swore to you before the Lord God of 
Israel”. 
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Here we have the split in the priestly realm. Both Zadok and Abiathar had been 
faithful priests serving King David, but now Abiathar chooses to look for a “new thing” 
and decides to follow after Adonijah. This action was treason, and he could have 
been killed for this, but King Solomon remembered the prophecy and commanded 
that he be left alive, but from now on, he would be “less esteemed” and only 
allowed to minister to the people, but forbidden from ministering unto God’. 


The prophecy says that these two types of priests shall minister in the Body of 
Christ until Christ returns to take up His betrothed for the Wedding Feast, to present 
His bride to the Father. The challenge for intercessors today is to ask the Holy Spirit 
to identify which type of priest is standing in your pulpits each Sunday. 


Do you want a priest who is only allowed to minister to people, but 
forbidden to minister unto God, or do you want a priest whose first job is to 
minister unto God, and then to be available to minister unto men? 


Through all his life, David was a man after God’s own heart, and a man who 
was Close to God in all his ways and dealings. Because of this fact, God sent a 
prophet to him whenever he made a mistake and this gave him an opportunity to ask 
for forgiveness and to mend his ways. 


David could have chosen to ignore the prophet, harden his heart and continue 
to “do his own thing”, but that was not the type of man he was. 


As God’s chosen people, in this day and age, we have to become a “David 
example” - so that the world can see by our words, and our deeds, that we are in fact 
living examples of God in the flesh here on earth today; using the holy spirit gifts’ 
God almighty has blessed each one of us with, so that they can be used for His glory 
on the earth. 


CHAPTER SIX: NEHEMIAH 


When we look into the life of Nehemiah, we see that he appears on the scene 
in the book of Nehemiah, the son of Hecaliah, at twenty years of age. We do not 
know anything about his background, but he is in the palace of King Artaxerxes, the 
king of Persia, so it is assumed that he was born in Persia after the Jews were 
conquered and transported to Persia, to live there for 70 years. 


If we look through the book of Nehemiah, we see that this is not an ordinary 
servant of the King. He is the king’s cupbearer the person trusted to bring the wine to 
the king and is well liked by the palace officials. Even the king is worried about his 
welfare and asks if he is sick or greatly troubled. 


From the time the messengers came back from Israel and reported to 
Nehemiah that the city of Jerusalem was in ruins, he had been privately fasting and 
praying to God for an opportunity to do something about this situation. 


° Refer to Appendix Two 


The prayer he prays to God is very interesting, so let us take a quick look at it, 
as recorded in the Living Bible Translation, commencing at chapter 1, verse five. 

“O Lord God,” | cried out; “O great and awesome God, who keeps his promises 
and is so loving and kind to those who love and obey him! Hear my prayer! Listen 
carefully to what | say! Look down and see me praying day and night for your people 
Israel. | confess that we have sinned against you; yes, |, and my people have 
committed the horrible sin of not obeying the commandments that you gave us 
through your servant Moses! You said, ‘If you sin, | will scatter you among the 
nations; but if you return to me and obey my laws, even though you are exiled to the 
farthest corners of the universe, | will bring you back to Jerusalem. For Jerusalem is 
the place, in which | have chosen to live’. 

“We are your servants, the people you rescued by your great power. O Lord, 
please hear my prayer! Heed the prayers of those who delight to honour you. Please 
help me now, as | go in and ask the king for a great favour — put it in his heart to be 
kind to me.” 

Do you really think that God Almighty did not know that he was fasting and 
praying for a period of four months before he asks for favour, as he goes in before 
the king, to ask his request? Of course God knew! 

Nehemiah uses this time to remind God of His promises; of what He said He 
would do, if the people turned from the wicked ways and obeyed his laws once 
again. The role of an intercessor has more than one function. 

1. The first is to know God’s word and be able to implement it into one’s own 

individual lives for God’s glory. 

2. The second function is to fast and pray to God for situations you see round 
about you, which are not a blessing to God, or the people concerned. 

3. The third thing is to remind God of His promises, which are specific to the 
situation you have been praying about. 

4. The fourth thing is to pray and fast before the Lord until you believe in your 
spirit that God has heard your prayers and gives you a strategy to follow. 

5. The fifth thing is to ask the Holy Spirit to give you guidance to pray for the 
situation, so that God can act and make the outcome to be the solution He 
wants to solve the problem. 

This again brings us back to the situation referred to previously. Intercessors 

pray “different” prayers, because their starting point is different. 

They see the same physical problems as many other Christians, but they want 
a God-revealed solution to the problem, not a worldly solution to a worldly problem. 

Nehemiah understood this difference. He could have asked the king to send an 
army to fix Jerusalem, a “worldly solution to a worldly problem’, but instead he 
wanted God to give him favour, so that he could ask for a “God-revealed solution” to 
be implemented, with the king’s permission. 

When Nehemiah gets the king’s permission and goes to the city, he went out at 
night to inspect the ruins, but he did not tell anyone of his plans, or that the king had 
given him permission to undertake the rebuilding of the city and its walls and gates. 
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Like Nehemiah, intercessors today must do much of their work in the 
background, out of sight, without recognition, and sometimes even with persecution 
and condemnation, because the majority of the people do not understand the 
closeness that prayer and fasting brings a person into God’s presence. 


When Nehemiah called the city officials, the political leaders, and the religious 
leaders together, he did not immediately reveal what his mission was in coming to 
Jerusalem. 


He first confirmed to them what they already knew, that the walls were in 
disrepair and that the gates had all been burnt down. 


He then goes on to tell them that the Lord God Almighty had put a desire in his 
heart to repair the walls and to rebuild the gates and that that he had mentioned this 
to the king and the king had agreed to his request. 


Whenever you are earnest in your prayers, and you pray for God to reveal to 
you, the answer that He wants to implement into a given situation, God will always 
grant you favour, from not only heaven, but favour on the earth as well. 


However, we know that if God is in favour of anything, then Satan will be 
against it, because he cannot stand anything bringing glory to God. Therefore, there 
will always be opposition, to try to stop God’s plans being implemented. 


Intercessors must learn never to give up the fight, but to pray constantly, even 
after permission has been given, because Satan will not stop trying to pull down any 
plans, which give glory to God. 


This is shown repeatedly in the scriptures and it is happening in the world right 
before our eyes today. God’s word says that homosexuality is an abomination before 
His eyes, so Satan tries to change mankind’s attitude to homosexual and lesbian 
behaviour and he has become very successful, with nations passing laws to make 
same-sex marriages legal. 


This is a victory for Satan and a defeat for the Church, who failed to fight this 
change, and as a result, there will be punishment to come, as God judges the 
nations every forty years, because they now have laws on their books, which are in 
direct contradiction to the Holy Scriptures. 


Similarly, countries have moved to take Christian scriptures out of public 
buildings, remove prayer and Bibles from schools and publicly proclaiming that their 
country is no longer a Christian country, as well as refusing to observe a National 
Day of Prayer. 


In America, we see this happening at an accelerated rate, with one high school 
in Colorado asking the students to recite an Arabic translation of the American 
Pledge of Allegiance. Instead of saying “one nation under God”, they were told to say 
“one nation under Allah”’”. 

This only goes to show that Satan’s plans have not changed. He will do 
whatever he can to bring God’s plans into disrepute. The United States of America is 
the only nation in modern history to proclaim on their coins; “In God we Trust’. 


19 Reported in The Good News November 2014, page 13, under the subject heading: “One Nation 
Under Allah’. 
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Do not be surprised if within twenty years, there will be a push to change this 
and to have the statement changed to read; “In Allah we trust”. This is just another 
way that Satan will try to remove glory from God on this earth. 


What does this mean for the countries who continue to reject God and follow 
after other gods? The scriptures in the Old Testament are very clear on this issue. 
God Almighty chose Israel and set them apart to be an example for all the nations of 
the earth. He told them that if they followed His commandments and obeyed His 
laws, there would be peace and prosperity upon their nation, and God would bless 
them. 


However, if they turned away from his commandments and laws and went after 
other gods, then God would turn His back upon them, and allow other nations to war 
against them and they would be defeated in battle and dispersed to the ends of the 
earth. 


There are plenty of other proofs of this commandment from God in history as 
well. The Egyptian nation became and empire, but because it refused to 
acknowledge the day of their visitation, wnen Moses, acting as God’s representative, 
performed ten miracles in their presence, God proclaimed that they would no longer 
be a great nation and that they would never, ever become a great nation again. In 
6,000 years of history, this prophecy of God is true. 


The Greeks were raised up to become a great nation, and then an empire, but 
they allowed fornication and homosexual behaviour to become rampant within their 
society, and their empire was pulled down. 


A similar situation followed with the Roman Empire, they conquered many 
nations and even continents, but they persecuted Israel and they allowed fornication 
and homosexual behaviour to become rampant within their society, and their empire 
was pulled down. 


Similarly, the Turkish Empire, the first Islamic Empire to be raised up by God, to 
challenge the Christian nations, to cause the British Empire and its allies to rally into 
a zealous revival, that culminated in World War 1 and the ultimate destruction of the 
Turkish Empire, as well as freeing Jerusalem from the clutches of the Islamic 
Empire. 

But there was no unity among the Christian nations, resulting in the Second 
World War, where Christian nations fought against Christian nations, and where 
more than 6 million Jews were murdered. 


God’s word is unchanging. Whenever a country rebels against God there are 
dire consequences. Because America has turned away from God and is preaching a 
“lukewarm gospel” from its remaining pulpits, God will send prophets to warn them of 
their impending trials and tribulations. 


If they repent of their sins as a nation, seek His face as a nation, God will listen 
from heaven and heal their land. If they fail to do this, then God will spit them out of 
His mouth, just as He said He would in the Book of Revelations. He will allow their 
power to become eroded, and other nations will rise up and take their place as the 
great nations of the earth. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN: JESUS - IN THE FLESH 

It was foretold in the Book of Isaiah, chapter seven, that God would send a sign 
for all of humanity to recognise, and that the Son of God would be born of a virgin in 
Bethlehem Ephrata. This prophecy was fulfilled, just as was prophesied, some 14 
generations later. Jesus was taken into Egypt to fulfil the prophecy that “out of 
Egypt salvation would come to the nation of Israel’. 


He grew up in Nazareth, watching his earthly father working in the carpenter’s 
shop, shaping rough pieces of wood into items for use by the people who lived in the 
town, and in the farms around Nazareth. 


He was educated, as were all first-born male children, in the Torah, the Zaboor 
(Psalms) and the Prophets of the Old Testament. 


He spent time in prayer, learning to communicate with His Heavenly Father, 
and confirming the call, which was upon His life. 


It is not recorded anywhere in scripture, the exact time when He recognised 
who He was, and what was to be His mission here upon the earth"', but it was 
confirmed when He came to the River Jordan and requested John the Baptist to 
baptise Him. 

As Jesus approached, John looked up and proclaimed to the crowd; “Behold 
the Lamb of God, who takes away the.sins of the world”. 


When Jesus asked John to baptise Him, John’s first reaction was to refuse. 
John said He was not worthy to baptise the Son of God, in fact it should be Jesus 
who should baptise him (John the Baptist), but Jesus said it was to be done, as a 
sign, and to complete the next part of His journey, to officially announce the 
commencement of His ministry here on earth". 


The scripture records that as Jesus came up out of the water, a voice was 
heard from heaven pronouncing; “This is my beloved Son in whom | am well 
pleased”. lt is also recorded that at this same time the Holy Spirit descended from 
Heaven and rested upon the shoulder of Jesus, in the form of a dove. 


This was to confirm to John the Baptist a prophecy that the Holy Spirit had 
previously given to Him, indicating that when he saw the dove descend from heaven 
and rest upon a man’s shoulders, then He would know that the one that He has been 
preaching about had arrived. 


Remember, John the Baptist was sent by God Almighty six months before 
Jesus was born to live and preach as a “voice crying in the wilderness”, proclaiming; 


" Some scholars indicate that He already knew when He remained in the Temple and Mary and 
Joseph had to come back looking for Him, to be told by Jesus that He was in “His Father's House”. 

2 This same thing happens to every Christian today. Some event will take place, which will later be 
identified as a starting point or as a point when you moved from one ministry level to another. For 
Intercessors, this usually is when you move from being a prayer warrior to becoming an intercessor — 
a praying prophet. 
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“Prepare the way, for the coming of the Lord. | baptise with water, but there 
will come one after me whose sandals | am not worthy to tie up, and He will 
baptise with the Holy Spirit and with Fire”. 


So was the proclamation that John had been preaching; teaching the nation of 
Israel, that sin was an individual property, not the property of the king, or the nation. 


As a result, each individual person could be removed from the covenant God 
made with Abraham because of their own individual sins and He admonished them 
to come and be baptised in the River Jordan so that their sins maybe covered and 
that they maybe once again brought back into the covenant made with Abraham. 


So the three greatest years of recorded history began, with Jesus coming 
and fulfilling His promised role; as the perfect example of how to live a perfect life on 
this earth; under the anointing of the Holy Spirit, the guidance of the Holy Scriptures, 
and with continual communication with His Father in heaven; proving by his 
example, that a person could live a sinless life here on earth; provided you were 
continually connected directly into the Father’s love. 

But unfortunately, because of man’s inherited sin, this was impossible (for us), 
without a bridge back to the Father of the universe. 


John 3:16"? shows just how much the Father loved mankind, because He was 
prepared to be separated from His Son and allow Him to be born as a man, and to 
die, so that this bridge back to the Father could be created. 


Throughout the three years of His ministry upon the earth, we see that Jesus 
was in continual communication with His Father, through prayer. Whenever He had 
to make a major decision, He prayed to His Father for guidance. When Jesus had to 
decide who were to be his 12 disciples, He prayed to the Father all night before 
making his selection. 

If it was necessary for Jesus, then how much more is it necessary for us 
as individual Christians today? 

Jesus came into the world to be the ultimate and greatest intercessor. He came 
to intercede for the 12 people that the Father gave to Him, to pray that they may 
understand more fully, why He came, what was His mission, and how they were to 
complete this mission, by becoming His ambassadors here on earth, for the rest of 
their lives. 

As Jesus freely gave up His life for mankind, so they would each die as martyrs 
for Jesus, with the exceptions of Judas, who died a traitor, and John who was exiled 
to the Isle of Patmos, and later died of old age. 

In the gospel of John chapter 17, we see Jesus praying to His Father and in 
summary, stating what He had been sent to do here on earth and telling His Father 
that all He Had been sent to do on this earth, had been fulfilled. 

This took place in the weeks before His final journey up to Jerusalem. Jesus 
then says to His Father, something very interesting, which is missed by many 
Christians. 


'3 John 3:16 states that God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, that whosoever 
believes upon Him shall not perish but shall have everlasting life. 
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Jesus says let your glory (the Father's glory) be manifested in and through the 
Son. The work on the cross was the Father’s work, through the Son. The Father 
allowed His Son to be crucified as the perfect Lamb sacrifice, so that the bridge 
between God and mankind would once again be opened, so that anyone who 
wanted a closer walk with God Almighty was able to do so, through the blood 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ". 

We are reminded of this by the scripture that says; Jesus in us, the hope of 
glory (but this is incorrectly translated) it should say; Jesus in us is the hope and is 
His Glory. When we have Jesus living inside of us, we become a part of God’s 
Kingdom, established here on earth. 

Jesus came to establish His kingdom here upon this earth. He achieved this, 
and His kingdom is expanded, one person at a time. When each new disciple makes 
a commitment and follows Him daily in their lives, the kingdom of God is enlarged for 
His glory. 

Today, as you read this book, rejoice that you are part of that ever-expanding 
kingdom of God living here upon this earth. 

However, some of you may not be sure that you belong in this kingdom, or you 
may think that you are not worthy to belong to this kingdom, that you must clean 
yourself up before you will be accepted. 

Well the good news is that Jesus wants to accept you just as you are, right 
now. While we were yet sinners, Jesus came and died for us. We do not have to 
clean up our act first, Jesus has already paid the price and wants to come and live 
with us, and inside of us, and be our eternal partner. How good is that! 


CHAPTER EIGHT: JESUS — IN HEAVEN 


After the cross and the resurrection, it is recorded in the Book of Acts that 
Jesus was seen in His physically resurrected form by more than 500 people. 

He then told His disciples to remain in Jerusalem and wait for the promise from 
Heaven, which was soon to arrive. Many listened and waited with prayer and fasting, 
but unfortunately not all of the 500 people who saw the resurrected Jesus waited in 
Jerusalem for the promise, which was to come. 


This is one of the saddest scriptures in the New Testament. Five hundred 
people could have received the anointing of the Holy Spirit when it came at 
Pentecost, but alas only one hundred and twenty people remained behind, in 
obedience to the instructions of Jesus Christ. This clearly proves that “seeing” is not 
“believing”! 

By this time, Jesus had already ascended to sit at the right hand of the Father, 
where He continually intercedes for all believers. 

Many Christians have this picture in their heads. We are down here Jesus is up 
there in heaven, seated at the right hand of the Father, acting as our advocate and 


'4 John 14:6 says; | AM the way, (I AM) the truth, and (I AM) the life; no man (or woman) comes to the 
Father except through Me. 
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continually interceding on our behalf, whenever the accuser of the brethren (Satan) 
makes accusations against us before the Father. 


But in John Chapter 17, stated by Jesus before He goes to heaven, Jesus says 
that we are “in Christ’, and that Jesus is “in the Father” and that they are one, and 
we should get this revelation therefore, that we are also spiritually “in Christ’, in 
heaven, seated at the right hand of the Father also. 


When we get this revelation, it should change our perspective about how we 
pray and on whose authority we pray. The same spirit that raised Jesus from the 
dead lives inside of us! 


Before Jesus ascended into heaven, Jesus called His disciples together, as 
recorded in Matthew 28:18-20. He told His disciples, “! have been given all authority 
in heaven and earth. Therefore “go” and “make disciples” in all nations, baptizing 
them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and then 
“teach these new disciples” to obey all the commands | have given you; and be 
sure of this — that | AM with you always, even to the end of the world.” 


Jesus gave all of us this authority. We are His body, operating here on this 
earth, under His headship and with the Holy Spirit guidance and power. We are to be 
His hands and His feet here on earth, to maintain and to expand His kingdom. We 
are in fact the living stones of His kingdom here on earth. 


In my book entitled: “Living in the Secret Kingdom” | make this very clear. | 
chose this title because it is not supposed to be a secret. We are supposed to be 
spreading God’s word, God’s love, and God’s mercy, to whomever we meet, each 
day of our lives'®. People should know by our actions, that we are part of that 
Kingdom here on earth. 


Unfortunately, many Christians live in the world, as “worldly people” and only 
exhibit the “kingdom world” for a short time each Sunday, but are back in the world 
for the rest of the week. 


This is one of the greatest responsibilities of the 21° century church, to “stop 
playing church” and to become “a visible living church”, seven days a week. 


The intercessors have a major role to play in this, as they seek the face of God 
and ask that He reveal the strategies He wants to put in place, so that the visible 
church reflects His glory for the entire world (the unbelievers) to see, seven days a 
week, not just for 2 hours on a Sunday. 


CHAPTER NINE: SPIRIT CALLED INTERCESSION 


By now, you should have realised, that being an intercessor is not done as a 
whim, or as a “fashion statement” within the Body of Christ; but it is done as a result 
of obedience to the call placed upon individual lives by the Holy Spirit, and confirmed 
by signs, miracles, and wonders; as prayers prayed are miraculously answered, in 
ways the world would never have thought possible in a million years. 


"© See appendix for an extract from the Living in the Secret Kingdom. 
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Intercessors pray to God so that God can reveal to them His strategies and 
what He wants to take place in a given situation or life. They pray earnestly for God 
to implement His plans into the situation, so that He alone receives the glory. 


Intercessors sometimes get their answers as a form of prophetic prayer and 
this is to warn others of forthcoming events, so that they can be prepared for them. 


If you want to receive lots of credit, or lots of recognition in the Body of Christ, 
then go look for another task to do, because your attitude is not correct to become 
an intercessor. 


Intercessors rarely receive recognition for the many hours of prayer and fasting 
they do each week, and in some cases for many years. They are content to know 
that God has called them for this task, to be with Him in their prayer closets, and to 
listen to His small voice on a regular basis. 


People in Toowoomba know that there has been intercessors praying in this 
city now for more than forty years, praying for unity within the Body of Christ, so that 
the Body of Christ gets the revelation that there is only “one Church’ in this city and 
each of the denominations form part of the body of that church. The separate 
churches are just facets, like the sides of a diamond, each reflecting a different 
shape and colour, but all part of the same treasure. 


Even after forty years, do all of the pastors in all of the denominations get this 
revelation? NO! But we keep praying, knowing that eventually, the Holy Spirit will hit 
them across the forehead with a 4 x 2 and they will see plenty of lights, and realise 
the truth of what is being prayed. 

So, | trust that you see the importance of intercession within your denomination 
and within your church. Don’t think these people are “too holy’ so they become no 
earthly good, just realise that they, like Israel, have been set aside, as an example of 
what can happen when people get close to God, on a permanent and regular basis. 

| trust that you will desire to get closer to God, to listen and identify that “still 
small voice” so that you individually can receive messages from God, for the 
implementation of God’s plans, for you lives and for glory of God in others. 


APPENDICES 
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Appendix One 
The 29 Spiritual Gifts 


Many people study the word and look at the nine gifts mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12 
and make that their doctrine, without investigating the scriptures any further. | believe 
| have identified 29 different spiritual gifts mentioned in scripture. Some scholars 
even suggest that there may be even more gifts, so let us examine them in further 
detail. (In alphabetical order — not in order of priority) 


1. The Gift of Administration: [The gift of governments] 
Also known as the “helmsman”, the person who is gifted and qualified to “steer the 
ship’. 
[Refer 1 Corinthians 12:28.] 


The gift of administration is the special ability that God (not man) gives to some 
members of the Body of Christ, which enables them to understand clearly, the 
immediate and long-range goals of a particular unit of the Body of Christ; to devise 
and execute plans for the accomplishment of those goals. 


Notice firstly, that this “gift” is given by God and not by man, so it is important that the 
leadership within a church community recognise that a person has this gift and is 
ready for service to the Body of Christ. 


Notice secondly, that this “gift” comes in two distinct parts. The first part is the “God- 
given gift” and the second part is “to be qualified”. When God calls a person to a 
post, He never sends Him to that post without the appropriate qualifications to 
perform the task(s). Whomever God sends (calls), He also equips. 


People with the gift of administration are interested in the finer detail and are always 
looking for better ways to achieve/improve the tasks, so that the church runs more 
smoothly. 


People who have this gift, but who are not appointed to this position within the 
church body are usually frustrated and sometimes can become critical of the 
leadership, because they can see better ways to perform the tasks, but their 
suggestions are often ignored, because people without this gift do not see the 
same vision, as those who have it. 


It is the responsibility of the church leadership to make sure that you do not miss this 
opportunity to recognise a God-given gift, which if used, will bring glory, and honour 
to Him in your midst, (and possibly remove many headaches as well.) 


2. The Gift of the Apostle: 
We know that the original 12 Apostles chosen by Jesus Christ have a special place 
in biblical history, (refer Rev. 21:14) but in 1 Corinthians 15 it is recorded that Jesus 
appeared to the 12 apostles and then “to all of the apostles”, indicating that there 
were more apostles than the “original 12”. (Refer 1 Corinthians 15:5-7). 
Some, (like Paul), have been called to be an apostle; a separated one, a person who 
is called to break new ground, as a missionary (see this gift explained later). To be a 


24 


church planter, or a person who is called to listen to God’s word and write it down, so 
that others may grow in their knowledge and understanding of whom God the Father, 
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit really are. 


| believe we have other Apostles, called by God to this generation, so that the Body 
of Christ, in this generation, can be made more “Christ-like” and more mature in their 
spiritual understanding; ensuring that we all become people who identify and use 
their gifts for the work of the ministry. 


Paul makes it clear that we have to be very careful of “false apostles”. This 
statement would be unnecessary if there were only the original 12 Apostles, as was 
thought in the middle ages before the Charismatic Renewal. 


The modern day apostle is specifically called by the Holy Spirit for a task, which is 
referred to in Ephesians chapter 4 and to work closely with the other apostolic 
offices, referred to in this chapter for: 


The equipping of the saints 
For the work of the ministry 
For the edifying of the Body of Christ 
Until we all come to the unity of the faith, (| am sure that we are not all there 
yet!) 
e Until we all come to the unity of the knowledge of the Son of God, (| am sure 
that we are not all there yet!) 
e For all to become as “perfect men and women”, in the fullness of the stature 
of Christ 
e That we no longer act like children, tossed to and fro by every different wind of 
doctrine. (In other words, we have the spiritual discernment to test and identify 
false doctrine, when compared to the Word of God.) 
e That we no longer fall under the guise and trickery of men; in the cunning 
craftiness in which they lay in-wait to deceive us. 
e That we all learn to speak the truth in love, so that we may all_ grow up in 
all things unto Him who is the Head — Jesus Christ. 
Then the scripture in Ephesians chapter 4 goes on to say: “From whom the whole 
body is joined and knitted together, by what every joint supplies, according to the 
effective working by which every part does it’s share, causing growth to the Body, for 
the edifying of itself in love”. Notice a couple of things that are important in this 
scripture. 


“The whole Body joined and knitted together”. This can only happen, when we 
know who we are, and where we fit into the Body. That means that each church 
must know what God has called them to be corporately, within the “church in the 
city”. 

Some are to be eyes, others to be ears, whilst some are to be arms and legs. Each 
has to know his place and function timely within the Body of Christ. 

You cannot be “knitted together” unless you are prepared to be entwined with 
others. 

“What every joint supplies — according to the EFFECTIVE working by which 
every part does its share’. The whole Body of Christ relies upon each person 
knowing who he/she is in Christ, what your gift’s are; and how you are to be 
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connected (knitted) into the Body, so that your contribution can be a timely, 
effective contribution, to the Body of Christ. 


The role of the modern day apostle is to assist each individual in the Body of Christ 
to achieve this goal in his or her lives. 


The real problem occurs when people with other offices (pastors, 
teachers, prophets, evangelists, music directors, counsellors, etc.) 
try to perform the tasks assigned to the modern day apostle. They 
have not been given these gifts by the Holy Spirit, so they operate 
out of their flesh, which does not bring glory, or honour to God, and 
unfortunately, it can cause harm to others. 


3. The Gift of Celibacy: 
Most adults are married; some are single waiting to find a partner to become 
married, whilst a small few seem to be able to control their sexual urges, without the 
need to be married. 


The gift of celibacy is the special ability that God Almighty gives to some members of 
the Body of Christ to remain single and enjoy it: to remain unmarried and not suffer 
undue sexual temptations. Not many people are called to have this gift. 


In 1 Corinthians 7:7 Apostle Paul discusses his own celibacy and calls it a 
“charisma”, that is a spiritual gift. Apostle Paul received this gift from the Holy Spirit. 
Apostle Peter and some of the other Apostles were married, so they were not 
equipped with this gift. 


People who have this gift should be recognised, honoured and accepted as such, 
because God has called them out, so that they can spend more time in prayer and 
fasting, having no desire for sexual pleasures, like the rest of us. 


Notice that there is no special gift to get married and to have children; but there is a 
special gift to remain single and to serve God in this “singleness”. This helps us to 
realise that each gift is special to the whole Body of Christ. 


Not all have the gift of pastor, not all have the gift of evangelism, (even though we 
are all told to witness), or apostle, or healer, or to be arms or legs within the Body of 
Christ. 


In 1 Corinthians chapter 12 Paul explains that in a human body God has decided 
that two eyes is enough to allow the body to function properly. Similarly, we have two 
ears, two arms, two legs, but only one mouth. 
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God says that one mouth is enough for the body to function efficiently. A second 
mouth is redundant, so are three arms and three legs. In fact, they would become a 
hindrance, not an effective addition to the body. 


Likewise, it is in the Body of Christ. Three legs would be a hindrance, as would be 
two mouths. You would always have trouble trying to walk, but not the way God 
intended and with two mouths, you would find it hard to listen to both and discern 
which one was the true word from God. 


Therefore, if someone in your local church has the gift of celibacy, then please do 
not treat him/her like a freak. They have been called out by God for a special task 
within the Body, so please recognise them and honour them, as they obey God’s 
calling on their lives. God in His wisdom called them and selected them for this role. 
If we do not honour them, we are in fact not honouring God. Selah, stop, pause and 
think about that. 


4. The Gift of Discerning of Spirits: 
Right throughout the Bible, from Genesis to Revelations, we are told to test the 
words spoken and to know the difference between right and wrong. God has given 
this gift to each one of us, to know the difference between right and wrong. 


Hebrews 5:14 says that ALL mature Christians have their senses “exercised” to 
determine both good and evil. 


In Act, 17:11 it is recounted that when Paul and Silas were in Berea the people there 
tested their words against the scriptures, to make sure that there was no distortion or 
information, which was contrary to God’s word. They were commended for doing 
this. Alas, many Christians fail to do this today. 


In 1 John 4:1, the scriptures are very explicit about telling us to be careful and 
“believe not every spirit, but test every spirit to determine whether they are from 
Goa”. 


These two passages above describe the Christian role of discernment and every 
person has this ability, and when we use it, we “exercise” our senses, to determine 
good from evil. 


There are also people who have a higher order gift of discernment, than what is 
referred to above, and that is only given to a very select few within the Body of 
Christ. 


It may not be used frequently by those with this gift, because it requires a lot of guts 
and courage to exercise it. However, it is comforting to know that God Almighty has 
not left us defenceless to the wiles of the enemy and his opposing forces. These 
people are the SAS soldiers in the spiritual realm. They go where many fear to 
tread! 


The gift of discernment, the discerning of spirits, is the special ability God gives to 
some members of the Body of Christ which enables them to know with 100% 
assurance whether certain behaviours, purported to be of God, is in reality divine, 
human and/or Satanic. 
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We know from the account in Acts chapter 5 that Apostle Peter had this gift 
operating when He discerned that Satan has beguiled Ananias and Sapphira to lie 
about the sale of their property. Ananias was struck down dead on the spot after 
being questioned by Peter. Likewise was Sapphira and it says that great reverential 
fear came upon the believers. 


Later in Acts chapter 8, Apostle Peter used this gift to discern the heart attitude of 
Simon the sorcerer, who wanted to buy the gift of the Holy Spirit for financial gain. 
Peter with the full power and authority of the Holy Spirit had no trouble revealing the 
following about Simon, telling Him he was “in the gall and bitterness, and in the bond 
of iniquity”. 

The gift of discernment can operate at different levels. Some examples are listed so 
that you can recognise the gift when it is in operation. 


1. Being able to discern that “apparent” good behaviour is in reality the disguised 
work of Satan. 

2. Discerning whether a Christian brother or sisters’ actions emerge from Godly 
motives or from carnal motives. 

3. The third level involves the testing of supernatural abilities, to distinguish truth 
from error, irrespective of whether the motives were proper or not. 

These three examples can save a believer, if used correctly and protect the 

whole Body of Christ; or it can lead to destruction, if the Body of Christ fails to 

recognise the person is operating with the God-given gift of discernment of 

spirits. That is why | have said it takes guts and courage to step out boldly and 

use this gift in the Body of Christ. 

However, we have to be also very wary of people who claim to have this gift, but 

in fact do not. They find fault in people to uplift their own status, not by any God- 

given gift of discernment. Again, we have to remember: /t is by their fruits that we 

shall know and recognise them. 


5. The Gift of Evangelism: 
This gift is referred to in Ephesians chapter 4, along with the other 5-fold ministry 
offices, and it is important to recognise and understand its importance in the Body of 
Christ today. 


The gift of evangelism is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the 
Body of Christ, to share the gospel with unbelievers in such a way that men and 
women become followers of Jesus Christ and responsible members of the Body of 
Christ. 


Over the years, | have been fortunate to have met whom | believe to be, the four 
greatest evangelists of the 20" century, namely Billy Graham, Reinhardt Bonnke, 
Leighton Ford and Derek Prince. These four men have been estimated to have led 
over 150 million people to Jesus Christ. 


It makes my 15,000 people seem paltry by comparison, but each one of those 
15,000 people will have the same opportunity that the 150 million have through the 
other evangelists | have mentioned. They will all be able to stand before Jesus Christ 
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and confess that they know Him and more importantly, Jesus will be able to say that 
He recognises them and that His blood covers them and their sins. 


It is said that a true evangelist can start a sermon from any scripture in the Bible and 
still end up with an evangelistic message and an altar call at the end of it, with 
people making decisions for Jesus Christ. 


There is a burning desire in your heart to tell people about Jesus Christ; and in fact, 
you do not have any peace in your heart, unless you ARE telling people about Jesus 
Christ. This gift is not restricted to a few, or to a certain type of person. The gift of 
evangelism can be exhibited in many other ways and at other times, namely: 


e l|tcan exist ina man OR a woman — now fellas, no tradition here. Women can 

be excellent evangelists and there are many saved people to prove it! 

The person with this gift can be a “lay-person” or a “professional person’. 

He/she can be ordained or not ordained. 

They can be full-time evangelists, or part-time evangelists, with secular jobs. 

They can operate in a personal (one-on-one) situation, or in the public arena. 

They can operate in a denominational arena, or across denominations, being 

interdenominational. 

e Evangelists can operate in a mono-cultural, or operate in a cross-cultural 
society. 

e Evangelists can operate in existing churches, or in starting new churches. 

e Other evangelists use other media to get their messages heard. For example, 
Derek Prince used radio to preach the message of the kingdom in many 
different languages into China, Asia and the African subcontinent, with 
amazing results. Now we are seeing a new breed of evangelist using TV and 
the Internet, as the media of choice, to get the message of the kingdom into 
houses around the world. 

e | tell people that | will preach/teach in any church where Jesus Christ is 
recognised as the Son of God, that He died on the cross, was resurrected, 
walked about the earth for 50 days, being seen by more than 500 people and 
then ascended into heaven to be our continual intercessor. In the churches 
where they refuse to accept this statement, there is an even greater desire to 
tell them the truth of the gospel. | suppose this is where my teaching gift 
wants to take over from my evangelistic gift. 


6. The Gift of Exhortation: 
It is said that the gift of prophecy is to “edify’, “exhort” and “comfort” the Body of 
Christ and that is a true definition of the gift of prophecy, but the gift of exhortation 
can exist in a person on its own, without being attached to the other two 
requirements. 


The pastor comes alongside a whole group of people, and is entrusted by God, to 
look after them for a considerable period. On the other hand, a person with the gift of 
exhortation may sense a spiritual need in an individual person and come alongside 
them for a short time, while the need is there, to encourage them. 
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The gift of exhortation is the special ability given by God to certain members of the 
Body of Christ to minister words of comfort, consolation, encouragement and 
counsel to other members of the Body, in such a way that they feel helped, comforter 
and/or healed. 


The best example of this is found in the book of Acts, where Barnabas was referred 
to as “the son of consolation”. He went with Saul and testified on Saul’s behalf, when 
others in the early church leadership were suspicious of his conversion and did not 
believe that his conversion was genuine. 


It was Barnabas, as recounted in Acts chapter 11, who went to Tarsus and searched 
out Saul/Paul and encouraged him to come back with him. He became a teacher at 
Antioch, where he remained for about 18 months. As a result, many people come to 
know Jesus Christ in Antioch, and the church grew in numbers and in spiritual 
understanding. 


It was Barnabas, who came alongside John Mark and encouraged him, when Paul 
rejected him on their first missionary journey together. 


It is recorded in biblical history that Barnabas wrote gospels'® and epistles, but those 
were not included in the canon of AD 492. However, both Paul and John Mark who 
he encouraged did write epistles and gospels, which were considered part of the 
Canon. This is why it is so important that this gift is operating in the Body of Christ 
today. 


If Barnabas did not exercise his gift in the Book of Acts, we would have missed 
having about half of the New Testament epistles and one of the gospels. 


7. The Gift of Exorcism: 
Now many people think that exorcism is weird because they made a movie about it. 
The main reason people think it is weird is because very little teaching is done from 
the pulpits today, explaining about this gift. 


Although this gift is not listed as one of the charisma gifts there is plenty of evidence 
that this gift was operating in the early Church and that it is still in operation in some 
of our churches today. 


The gift of exorcism is that special God-given ability that is given to some members 
of the Body of Christ to cast out demons and evil spirits. 


The gift of exorcism usually works with the gift of discernment, so it is one of the 
hyphenated gifts “Discernment-exorcism”, just like we have another hyphenated gift 
of “pastor-teacher”. 


In Acts chapter 16, we have an account where Apostle Paul is operating in these two 
gifts. He became annoyed with a young girl who is following him and his team and 
shouting: “These men are servants of the most-high God, which show unto us 
the way of salvation”. 


" http://www. earlychristianwritings.com/text/barnabas-lightfoot.html (see Appendix 4) 
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The statement itself was true, but Paul was able to discern that it was an evil spirit 
speaking through her, so he exorcised the spirit from the girl by commanding the evil 
spirit to leave her and not return. 


It is advised that we should not use the gift of exorcism without the gift of 
discernment, because you may make a mistake and cause the affected person more 
harm than good. 


Our Experience in Thailand 


We had been ministering in a church there on a Sunday morning, when the pastor 
gave the altar call for people to come forward to receive Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 
As is the custom in this church, background music was played during the altar call, so 
the gift of worship can minister to the people, as the Lord works on their individual 
hearts. About 20 persons came forward to receive Jesus Christ that particular morning. 


One lady, who came forward was suddenly thrown violently to the floor, "although 
nobody touched her" and she commenced screaming in a language | did not 
understand. | put down my violin and went to her, but did not understand in my mind, 
what she was saying, although the Thai people obviously did, because they backed 
away from her. 


| prayed in my spiritual language to the Lord for guidance and then commenced 
speaking in tongues. In my heart, | knew that a great spiritual battle was being fought 
for this ladies' soul. 


Then in English, a small voice said to me, (the same voice that gives me the songs 
from heaven); "Command the spirit of rebellion to leave her"! Therefore, in- 
obedience to God’s revelation to me, | commanded the spirit of rebellion to leave her, in 
Jesus' name. 


By this time, a Thai elder had also joined me, so | told him also what the Lord had 
revealed to me, to command the spirit of rebellion to leave her. So we claimed the 
words of the Lord, that if any two people agree on any one thing on the earth, in Jesus' 
name, He has promised to fulfil that particular thing in Heaven. 


So jointly, we agreed to command the spirit of rebellion to leave her, in Jesus' name. | 
commanded the spirit of rebellion to leave "in English"; he commanded the spirit of 
rebellion to leave, "in Thai". Immediately the lady became still. Then she started 
grabbing at her throat as if she was choking. Khun Vichit, the Thai elder grabbed the 
necklace she was wearing on which was a symbol of Budda, and broke it away from 
around her neck. Then her face, which during all this time was twisted and distorted, 
became very peaceful and a smile came over her face, which was lovely to behold. 
When she got up several minutes later, her face was beaming with the love of God in 
her heart. Praise God for the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the way God uses it in His 
people to help others. 

We must earnestly desire this gift to be received by the body of Christ in each church, 
Bible study and group today, so that GOD’s power can be released to His chosen 
people. 
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8. The Gift of Faith: 

Out of all the spiritual gifts that are identified in this book, there are at least two that 
every pastor of a congregation needs, whether it is a large, or a small congregation. 
They are the Gift of Faith, and the Gift of Leadership (which will be discussed later). 
The gift of faith is the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of 
Christ to 
“discern” with extraordinary confidence, the will and the purposes of God, for the 
future of His work. People with this gift are more often interested in the future than 
what has happened in the past. They exhibit the following characteristics in their 
personal lives, which many people misunderstand. They are: 


e Goal focussed, hence excellent project managers. 

e Positive thinkers, undaunted by the visible circumstances around them and 
prepared to suffer and overcome obstacles. 

e As indicated in 1 Corinthians 13:2, they have no trouble believing that God 
can move mountains, or like Noah, they have no trouble even after suffering 
criticism for 120 years while building the ark, yes, they still believe that God 
will send the rain and the flood at the perfect time, as He promised. 

e People with the gift of faith, sometimes lack patience, and become highly 
irritated by criticism, much more than those who have the gift of teaching. 
They do not really understand why people would criticise their actions, 
because they are so sure that they are doing God's will. 

e They interpret people’s criticism of their actions as a direct criticism of God 
and His will. They perceive your actions as either black or white; you are 
either with them or against them. They take Romans 8:31 literally. “If God is 
for us, who can be against us?” They perceive that if you criticise them, you 
are against them and against God. 

One of my best examples, of a person operating in the gift of faith, as | have 
indicated in my previous books, is George Muller, who believed he was called by 
God to start orphanages in Bristol, England. In his own biographies, he indicates that 
when he first started his ministry with only a few children, he had trouble praying for 
the food to be put on the table or for clothes of the newly arriving children; but he 
took God at His word, claiming the promises of the scriptures. 


By the time he had nearly completed his ministry some 50 years later, he tells people 
that because of God’s continual answer of His prayers, he had no trouble praying for 
$ 5 million so that he could buy up all the houses on both sides of a street, to house 
more than 2,000 orphans. Also using this extremely valuable gift of faith he was able 
to pray for matching clothes to be provided when he received a set of orphaned 
twins. 


During his lifetime ministry, he states that the only time he ever received identical 
clothes was when the twins were in his care. God knows your exact needs, even 
before you ask, but you have not because you ask not. George Muller got the 
revelation that to ask was a commandment from God, and with his gift of faith, God 
always answered his prayers. 


Sometimes the children sat down to the dinner table and he knew there was nothing 
in the kitchen to serve to them, but they prayed and gave thanks for God’s 
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provisions, even looking at empty plates. Within a few minutes there would be a 
knock at the door and several boxes of food delivered, or left anonymously, but 
always enough to feed the children and there were baskets left over. 


9. The Gift of Giving: 
We are all commanded to give, to make an offering unto God. In the Old Testament, 
it was 10 percent of your profits, amortised over three years, and the Jews were 
rewarded when they obeyed this instruction from God. 


In the New Testament, we are also required to give, but because we live under grace 
and are prompted by the Holy Spirit, we have to seek God’s face to see what He 
wants us, as individuals, to give Him each week, in both time and monetary giving, 
because God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7) 


If we take the Old Testament literally, we are required to give 10% of our time, which 
is 2.4 hours per day, or 16.8 hours per week. If you work an 8-hour day, then this 
requires that you work 2 days a week for God, in whatever way He leads you. 


Unfortunately not many people these days interpret the Bible literally otherwise we 
would have no problem getting people to help at relief shelters, opportunity shops, 
online enquiry lines, telephone counselling centres, or other church related activities. 


Some people give less than 10% because they do not have the revelation of how to 
be obedient to God’s word, but the scriptures are clear, nobody cheats God and gets 
away with it! You may cheat the taxman, by claiming things you are not entitled to or 
the Government by speeding and not getting caught by a speed camera, but you 
cannot cheat God and think you will get away with it; there will always be a price to 
pay. “Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man sows that shall he 
also reap”. (Gal. 6:7) If you sow sparingly, do not expect a massive harvest. 


However, this is not the gift of giving | am referring to here. We ask ourselves the 
question, “How much money | should give to God”? But the person with the gift of 
giving does not ask that question. He asks the reverse question: “How much of 
God’s money should | keep”? 


Firstly, the person with the gift of giving has the revelation that all we have is a gift 
from God, and nothing we have belongs to us; it all belongs to Him. We are just 
God’s stewards guarding what God has given to us. People with the gift of giving do 
not think along the lines of giving 10% of their gross income, they start with 20% and 
then see God blesses them, by making the remaining 80% more than sufficient for 
their needs and for the business to still grow, so they increase it to 30%, then 40% 
and even over 50% of their gross income and still the business grows. 


The people who have this revelation of divine giving, find that their businesses and 
their performance capabilities as far above those of people with similar qualifications 
and experiences, because they have been utilising a God-given gift, the gift of giving 
in their daily lives, to bring glory and honour to Him. 
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From the descriptions above one may think that only rich people can have the gift of 
giving and that is definitely not the case. Jesus made specific mention of the widow 
who gave a widow's mite as giving more than the wealthy man, because she gave 
out of her poverty, not out of the loose change of a rich man’s pocket. In another 
case Apostle Paul commends the church in Macedonia, who saw a need and gave 
out of their poverty, to help another church congregation that was in need (2 Cor. 
8:1-2). God does not see the amount, only the percentage it is of the whole amount 
that has been entrusted to you to invest on His behalf. If you are earning $400 per 
week and you give $100 to God, then He sees that you are committed to giving Him 
25% of your income, so you will be rewarded with an increase accordingly. 


10. The Gift of Healing: 
We are all told to pray for one another and through prayer many people are healed. 
In James chapter 5 it even says that the prayers of a righteous man avails much, so 
we all have the responsibility to be: 


a) Righteous, because righteous exalts a nation, and 

b) To pray for each other. 
However, if we search the scriptures you will not find one single place where Jesus 
prayed for a person to get healed. It is true that He prayed to His Father before He 
raised Lazarus from the dead, but that was so that the people around Him would see 
and understand that He already had the power and authority over death. 


In fact the scriptures are very specific. Jesus went about “doing good” and 
“healing” all those who were afflicted by the evil one. Jesus did not pray for the sick, 
He healed the sick! There is a big difference. Jesus did not have to pray for the 
sick because He already knew that He had the power and the authority to do so, 
because His name is greater than any name of this earth. 


It is above cancer, it is above AIDS, it is above any mental disease, or any deformity. 
Do you realise that Christians should not only be the “happiest people on earth’, but 
that we should be the “healthiest people on earth”. 


Why do | say this? Because if Jesus lives inside of each of us and Jesus already has 
the power and authority over each and every sickness, then we can claim that power 
and authority in our own bodies, and demand in Jesus’ name that we become 
healthy and line up with the scriptures. 


All that | have just written is available to each and every Christian, even if we do not 
claim it, but it is still available to us. We have not because we ask not! However, 
there are specific people that the Holy Spirit selects to have even greater powers of 
healing than this. To these people He gives the “gift of healing’. 


The gift of healing is the special ability that God gives to a limited number of people 
to cure all manner of illnesses and diseases and restore a person to health, but not 
by “natural” means. 


In 1 Cor. 12:28 the gift of healings is in the plural form, indicating that there can be 
many different forms of this gift. Because Jesus healed “all manner of sickness and 
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disease” he had all the forms of this gift, but that may not be the case in modern day 
society. To some is given the gift of healing asthma, to another the gift of healing 
heart disease, while to another, the gift of healing mental illness. What we must 
remember is that the scriptures tell us that it is the Holy Spirit who gives the gifts “as 
He wills”, not as we want. 


We are encouraged to ask for the gifts, and if the Holy Spirit decides that you can 
use the gift worthily, then you will receive it. If the Holy Spirit discerns that like some 
people in the early church, you want the gift for monetary gain, then you will not 
receive it. 


11. The Gift of Helps 
The gift of helps is the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of 
Christ, to assist other members of the Body of Christ make their spiritual gifts more 
effective within the Body. 


These people, often without any recognition in the Body of Christ for themselves, use 
their gifts sacrificially, so that others, with different gifts maybe more effective in the 
Body of Christ. Many are secretaries, or department workers, who tirelessly work at 
their desks to help get the book published, the church newsletter proofread and 
printed, or the yearly agenda planned, so that the teacher, or the evangelist can do 
the work of the ministry. 


They also work in the secular world as well, fulfilling the same role so that others can 
be more effective in what they do for the organisation. Often the only credit they 
receive is from the boss, who says that they could not do their jobs without them. For 
many their only reward will be their rewards in heaven, when Jesus says to them: 
“Well done my good and faithful servant”. 


12. The Gift of Hospitality 
The gift of hospitality is that special ability that God gives to certain members of the 
Body of Christ, to open up their houses to people in need of food and clothing, and to 
welcome them with open arms, or just to open up their houses to people for food and 
fellowship. 


The people with this gift seem to beam when they are exercising this gift. They seem 
to be happier when they are entertaining guest in their houses, than when they are 
on their own or with their own families. 


My wife exhibits this gift and loves to have guests over to the house to have 
fellowship, to discuss the Scriptures, and to let the guests experience Asian food and 
the hospitality of an Indian home, just the way it would be in the house we had when 
we lived in Pakistan from 1989 until 1993, before we left Pakistan to return to 
Australia. 


People who do not have the gift of hospitality expect everything to be in its place in 
the home when they arrive and that the food and the entertainment are something 
special. However those with the gift are not like that. They recognise that the gift of 
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hospitality is a gift from God and therefore it is to be cherished above pride. The 
house may not be perfect in its layout, but the warmth exhibited by a person with the 
gift of hospitality soon overcomes any imperfections which exist in the layout of the 
house. The people exhibit the gift of hospitality before pride. Those without the gift 
usually operate in the state of “pride before hospitality”. The gift of hospitality allows 
cultural barriers to be broken down. 


Rani started inviting people to the house when we lived in Thailand and continued 
this in Coffs Harbour in 1993, so that people could experience Asian food, to talk 
about the gospels and other cultures, especially the countries where we had 
travelled together to preach the gospel. It started out with just a few, maybe just 5- 
10 people at a sitting, but grew to the stage when we were having 50-60 people 
coming to the house at a time. If got so that we no longer were able to cater for these 
crowds at our house, and the meetings moved to a local church which had the 
facilities of a full kitchen. 


This event grew because not only did we prepare food, but people from other 
cultures joined in and brought food from their cultures. Very soon we added dancing 
and singing and it got so big that it attracted newspaper coverage. 


People from many different cultures were able to come and express their own 
cultures in a non-threatening environment, and join people from other cultures 
describing and discussing how they faced the problems of coming to Australia and 
how different it is to their own countries and cultures. 


This was also a great opportunity to share simple Christian testimonies about 
problems faced by people, and how Christians had been able to help them in their 
struggles to become acquainted with the local government rules and regulations, 
which were so different to the things back in their original countries. 


Yes, these events became so 
popular that over 300 people 
attended, coming from 32 different 
cultures; not countries, but cultures. 


This can happen in any city where 
people who have the gift of 
hospitality decide to glorify God by 
using their God-given gift for His 


glory. 


Now in Toowoomba we have an annual Multi-cultural event, where people from 
different cultures come together, to showcase their foods, their dancing and singing, 
to the delight of all who attend. It is not uncommon for several thousand people to 
attend this function. 
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13. The Gift of Intercession 
Everybody is told to prayer for one another, but not every person can pray in sucha 
way as to intercede for a person, just as Jesus continually intercedes for us before 
the Father. 


The gift of intercession is a special gift, bestowed by God onto special people in the 
Body of Christ, who are given the ability to pray for long periods of time and to pray 
for specific subjects, and have their prayers answered, with results significantly 
higher than the average person who prays. 


People who pray are the soldiers who go into the spiritual realm to do battle for what 
is right before God Almighty. The people with a gift of intercession become the SAS 
warriors in the spiritual realm. They go where many ordinary Christians fear to 
tread, and pray for things which many Christians believe are almost impossible to get 
positive answers to prayer for; yet time after time God hears their prayers, moves 
“the impossible mountains”, and gives them the positive answers to their prayers that 
they were seeking. Intercessors have the revelation that “if any two people on earth 
agree on any one thing, they can ask the Father in My name (the name of Jesus 
Christ) and it will come to pass, firstly in the spiritual realm and then on the earth”. 
He will give it to them. Not only do they believe this scripture, but they remind God of 
this promise in His word and claim it and expect God to honour His word to them and 
their prayers. 


As | have stated earlier in this book, it is essential that there is at least one group of 
intercessors operating in each city, so that they hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to 
the “churches of the city” and that they convey this information to the “pastors of 
the city” so that they can prepare the city for what events are to come, be they 
correction, praise, trials, or temptations. 


14. The Gift of Interpretation of Tongues 


This is the last gift mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12 and it refers to the interpretation of 
an unknown language under the anointing of the Holy Spirit, given by someone in a 
corporate meeting of believers. 


Normally this operates as part of a hyphenated gift, whereby a person has the gift of 
tongues & the gift of interpretation. 


Scripture tells us quite clearly that tongues without interpretation in the Body of 
Christ, in public ministry is not in order. (1 Cor. 14:27) Our God is not a God of 
confusion, but of order and of a sound mind. If the Holy Spirit gives someone with 
the gift of tongues a message, then it is because the Holy Spirit wants this message 
given and understood by all those present in the public meeting. 


Therefore, it is essential that another person (or the same person) respond under the 
same anointing of the Holy Spirit and give the interpretation, so that all present can 
understand what the Holy Spirit wants to say to the Body of Christ at that time. If no 
interpretation is given, then the scripture says that the person who gave the tongues 
should remain silent and talk to God privately. 


37 


The interpretation of tongues message is to edify, exhort and comfort the Body of 
Christ. This is why Apostle Paul said that he hoped that everyone should pray to 
receive the gift of prophecy (which is to edify, exhort and comfort the Body of Christ) 
because it only requires one person to deliver the message — not two people; one to 
give the tongues and a second to give the interpretation. 


15. The Gift of Revelation Knowledge 
Unfortunately, this is one of the gifts, which is often misunderstood, or misquoted in 
the Body of Christ. The gift of revelation knowledge is essentially an ability to 
discover deeper truths in the scriptures, or to hear deeper messages from the Holy 
Spirit, because of the deeper level of understanding a person has at that specific 
point in time. 


The gift of revelation knowledge is the special ability that God bestows upon certain 
members of the Body of Christ to discover, accumulate, analyse and clarify ideas 
and information that are really pertinent to the growth, well-being and maturity of the 
Body of Christ. The gift of revelation knowledge is the ability to have a fact divinely 
revealed to them, and it does not use any of our “natural senses”. 


This does not mean that the person knows everything about any one subject. The 
two Greek words in fact can be translated as the “word of knowledge”, or the ability 
to “speak with knowledge”. Because it is a “word” it is limited in size and scope. 


The person who exhibits this gift soon becomes the “lead-learner”. He gets the truth 
and the ideas before others. He has a long attention span and is able to absorb and 
retain unusually large amounts of information. He is in most cases a scholar, and is 
quite happy with research and can be found in many academic situations, and his 
revelation is not limited to just biblical topics. 


Unless he is also gifted in other areas, a person with this gift does need constant 
contact with people. He/she is more comfortable with thoughts and ideas than with 
people. Sometimes the gift of teaching is associated with this gift of knowledge, so 
the person becomes a scholar-teacher, explaining new truth and/or ideas which can 
be applied to specific situations in the Body of Christ, as revealed in the scriptures, 
or divinely revealed to the person by the Holy Spirit. People with the gift of 
knowledge cannot explain where the ideas come from; but when they need them, 
they are there. 


When | was the Chief Engineer in the Sultanate of Oman, | was told by the Minister 
of Communications that Sultan Qaboos wanted me to design some new buildings for 
the new digital telephone exchanges which were to be installed in that country, as 
part of my Master Plan for the nation. He also said that Sultan Qaboos wanted the 
external walls of the buildings to be like old castles. 


| did not know how to design this type of building, even though | had designed 
several residential houses in Australia and telephone exchanges in Saudi Arabia. 
These buildings had to be different and look like castles. So the only thing | could do 
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was ‘to take it to the Lord in prayer”, and the ideas and the answers came when 
needed them. 


Three of twelve buildings under construction in Oman in 1982. 


The Minister was so happy with the designs that | was asked to design the National 
Network Communications Centre [NNCC] and that this building had to be 
bombproof. This building was to have two floors below ground, three floors above 
ground, and a high tower for microwave and radio antennas to be installed upon 
them. The overall building was to be over 327 metres above ground in height, hence 
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the tallest bombproof building in the Middle East. This was a challenge that | was 
prepared to undertake because when | prayed to receive revelation for the earlier 
buildings, the Lord had responded and | was able to design these buildings with a 
certain amount of ease. 


| prayed to the Lord and | introduced a new concreting technique into the 
construction of these new buildings in the Middle East, which proved very successful 
and a fast and efficient way to construct the buildings. To prove that the building was 
bombproof, we constructed a one tenth scale “model” building out in the Omani 
desert, a miniature building built to the exact scale and it stood 32.7 metres high, 
using exactly the same ingredients and techniques that would be used in the final 
building. Then the Omani military fired a SAM 6 missile at the building to test it. 
There was a loud explosion and a big black mark on the external walls of the building 
— but no damage, so permission was given to construct the full-scale building. 


| This building in 327 metres high above ground. 
A spiral staircase goes up the centre of the 
tower, for maintenance access purposes. 


National Network Communications Centre, under construction 1982 


It is not uncommon for engineers, scientists and medical practitioners to pray to God 
for revelation in their professions, and it is not seen as abnormal, so why do people 
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aeenete * have trouble with this gift in the spiritual realm; it is the same 
God who gives divine revelation is each case. 
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The picture shows an Omani stamp celebrating the completion 
of the telecommunication expansion project, with two of my 
buildings and the 1100 Km solar-powered transmission system 
in place. It was indeed an honour to have these buildings 
included on a national stamp. 


16. The Gift of Leadership 
Church growth depends upon an effective mobilization of all members of a 
congregation, for the work of the Lord. 


Research shows that the average active Christian layperson will give between 
3 and 10 hours a week to the church and to Christian work. If you, the reader, are 
giving less than 3 hours a week, then you are holding back the whole church. 


The “gift of faith’ enables the church-growth pastor to identify and know where he 
should go, and to encourage the congregation to follow him on the journey, but it is 
the “gift of leadership” which directs him “HOW TO’ get there. 


The gift of leadership is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the 
Body of Christ to set gaols in accordance with God’s purposes for the future, and to 
communicate these goals to others, in such a ways that they all voluntarily and 
harmoniously work together to accomplish these goals for the glory of God. 


This is an essential gift in a lead-pastor of any church; but even if the lead-pastor has 
this gift, it takes time to build up a “leadership ministry” within a congregation. One 
of the many failures in churches today is too many frequent changes in church 
leadership. A change in leadership means a change in “leadership style” and usually 
a change in “leadership vision’. 


Leaders must have followers. These followers can be followers because of legal or 
office positions, resulting in becoming a “forced follower” or by true leadership which 
is a gift and results in “voluntary followers”. Voluntary followers do so because they 
instinctly see God’s gift being exhibited in the person and what he/she is trying to do 
is for God’s glory and they are drawn by the spirit of God to become part of the 
journey. 


Good leaders recognise that they cannot do everything themselves, because 
they are constantly looking at the big picture and they recognise that they need other 
people to do some of the more detailed and/or repetitive activities, which take them 
away from their basic task of leading others. 


Good leaders are people who know how to delegate, both the job and the 
responsibility that goes with the job, giving ownership of the job to the delegated 
person. Bad leaders delegate the jobs, but keep the responsibility that goes with the 
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job for themselves; so that at any time they can come and interrupt the work flow, 
which in the long-term becomes counter-productive. 


People who try to do everything themselves are in fact not leaders at all. They 
have trust issues with people in their congregation and they do not know how to 
delegate work to others. 


There are basically two different leadership models we can examine within the 
church structure. These are the “shepherd model” and the “ranch model’. 


In the “shepherd model’, the lead-pasior still has direct contact with every sheep and 
will not delegate this role to junior pastors, or to home group leaders. Because of this 
lack of trust, this church is doomed to be a small-church model. It maybe what God 
wants for the church at that time, but sooner or later there has to be a harvest, 
otherwise the church will stagnate, become sterile and not grow into the next 
generation. 


In the “ranch model” the lead-pastor has a vision of what God wants, and has the gift 
of leadership to encourage the whole church to go forward and jointly achieve the 
vision. The church is divided into small groups with someone delegated to be 
responsible for each group and to report progress back to the leadership team. No 
longer is the leadership a “one-man show’, but “a team effort”, with volunteers willing 
to jump in and help. 


History shows that the “ranch model” is a more effective model and when coupled 
with gifted mission-focussed individuals, or teams within the church, the church 
grows and continues to bear a harvest way into the next generation and beyond. 


17. The Gift of Martyrdom 


Not many people pray to God to receive the gift of martyrdom, because it is a gift 
that you can use only once; but this gift is used around the world almost every day in 
the 21°' century. Statistics show that more people have died for the name of Jesus 
Christ in the last 50 years than in the previous 2,000 years. 


There are plenty of recorded incidences where Christians have been persecuted for 
their faith, especially in Islamic countries, but more recently also in India, where 
Sikhs and Hindus have been persecuting Christians, by beatings, torture, and even 
death. 


The gift of martyrdom is a special ability that God has given to certain members of 
the Body of Christ to understand and undergo suffering for the faith, even unto 
death, while consistently displaying a joyous and victorious attitude that brings glory 
to God. 


| have been beaten and tortured and even put in prison for the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, but where an opportunity exists for me to escape instead of death, | believe | 
would choose escape, as | believe that my gifts of teaching and evangelism can 
continue to reap a harvest if | am alive. Therefore, | conclude that | do not have the 
gift of martyrdom. 
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On the other hand, my father-in-law, who was a pastor for more than 30 years in 
Pakistan, did have this gift, because the radical Muslims of the Green Brigade, an 
offshoot of the Taliban came to his house and told him that he had to stop preaching 
about Jesus Christ being the Son of God. If he refused, they would kill him. 


HE HAD A CHOICE. He could stop preaching and live, or continue preaching and 
die. He chose to continue preaching. Good to their word, they broke into his house 
and beat him so badly that it took him 3 days to die. But he never stopped doing 
what he believed was right, by confessing Jesus Christ up until his last breath. 


We know from scripture that Jesus is continually interceding for us before the Father 
and that He sits at the right hand of the Father in heaven. Scripture also tells us that 
Jesus stands up when a person dies as a martyr’s to honour that person, whose 
blood has been shed in His name. 


In the Book of Revelation we see that the martyrs are seated below the throne of 
God and they cry out to Jesus asking when He is going to return to earth and bring 
judgement down upon the people who martyred them. Jesus answers that He will 
not return to earth until the last drop of martyr’s blood has been shed. 


So we know the time and the season when Jesus is to return, but not the year, the 
day or the hour. Why do | say this? 


We know the time because Jesus has told the martyr’s that He will return after the 
last drop of martyr’s blood has been shed and it will be “at sound of the trumpets”, 
referring to the Feast of the Tabernacles, for the feast of the final in-gathering of the 
harvest. This is clearly identified on the Jewish calendar each year. 


But irrespective of this, we must be prepared for it to be any year (or this year) on 
any day, or hour, because that is what the scripture tells us — “be on the alert” for the 
time of my visitation draws near. 


18. The Gift of Mercy 


Many people have exhibited kindness and generosity in times of national disasters, 
or when traumas affect people they know, and they do awesome acts of kindness, 
as a way to help the people affected. This is God’s love being expressed as we are 
told, “to love one another”. But there are other people who have been given an extra- 
ordinary gift from God, which takes them way above this activity | have just 
described. 


The gift of mercy is a very special gift that God gives to people within the Body of 
Christ to come alongside people, with empathy and compassion for individuals, both 
Christian and non-Christian, who suffer or have suffered distressing physical, mental, 
or emotional problems, and to translate that empathy and compassion into cheerful 
actions and deeds that reflect the love of Christ, and it alleviates their suffering. 


These people develop one-on-one relationships with people who are hurting. They 
seek out people who need help; many of these people have been rejected or 
sidelined by others in the Body of Christ, and they develop a personal ministry with 
them. 


43 


Their actions are so genuine that they overcome the person’s first response at a 
relationship, (because of previous hurts) and respond to the genuine empathy, love, 
and compassion emanating from the person with the gift of mercy. 


Most people with this gift receive little or no recognition from the leadership within the 
Body of Christ, but that is OK for them, because they expect no earthly reward. They 
have the revelation about the scripture which says “that if you give even a glass of 
water to one of these, the least of my children, then you do it unto me”. People with 
the gift of mercy are looking for heavenly rewards, not recognition or rewards here 
on the earth. 


19. The Gift of Miracles 


There are many references in the Old Testament, in the life of the prophets, the life 
of Jesus and in the life of the Apostles in the New Testament. These are acts where 
God uses a person to change the natural events in a situation. 


Some classic examples are: 


e the 10 miracles performed by God through Moses before the Pharaoh, 

e Elijah raising a dead boy back to life, 

e Elijah having oil and flour miraculously multiplied, so that it did not run out for 
a period of three years. 

e In the New Testament, Jesus cured many people afflicted by sickness and 
disease. 

e Apostle Peter cured people as his shadow passed them by. 

e Apostle Paul raised a person from death, who went to sleep in one of his 
sermons. 

In all these situations the natural order was physically changed. 


The gift of miracles is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the 
Body of Christ to serve as a vessel through which God performs powerful acts, that 
are perceived by those present to have changed the ordinary course of nature and 
the situation around them. 


We have heard stories of people that come to the front of churches, or healing 
meetings for prayer and they get healed. This is the gift of prayer and healing in 
operation. But there are times when people who have been born blind from birth, or 
are born deaf from birth comes to the front for prayer and they get healed. This is 
where the natural order of the situation is changed. This is where the gift of miracles 
is seen in action. 


In this picture, that | took in Singapore in 1985 we 
have a Singaporean man, who was born deaf and 
mute, being prayed for by Joe Poppel from Taiwan. 
He prayed then put both little fingers in each of his 
ears and commanded the spirit of deafness to 
depart and not return. This was followed by 
— another pray to release the muscles of his voice 
box so that he could speak. 
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Through sign language, he was asked could he hear a watch held next to his ears, 
and to his surprise he indicated that he hear. In fact, when the watch was removed to 
about a metre from his ear he could still hear it. 


He was then told to listen closely and watch as Joe Poppel told him to speak his first 
words: HA — Lay — lool-yah! (Hallelujah) When he said these words into the 
microphone, more than 1,000 delegates at this conference went wild, praising, and 
thanking God for this miracle. 


There were also other miracles at this conference as well. One child about 8 months 
old was blind from birth. A group prayed for Him and he was able to see. Praise God 
for this gift operating in the Body of Christ. 


20. The Gift of Missionary 


There are books written about missionaries like Hudson Taylor and Samuel Marsden 
who left their own countries and went into the world to preach/teach people of other 
cultures about Jesus Christ. Many of you know about Hudson Taylor'” who went into 
China to preach to the Chinese, adopting their language, their clothes and their 
culture, and who dedicated the rest of his life to bringing them into the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. 


On the other hand, many Australians do not know much about Samuel Marsden’®, 
who from his own purse, bought two ships to send missionaries to the South Pacific 
to preach the good news of Jesus Christ to people living in these waters. He also 
went to New Zealand and to other islands to preach the gospel. 


The gift of Missionary is the special gift that God gives to some members of the Body 
of Christ to minister whatever other spiritual gifts and talents they have received from 
the Holy Spirit into a second culture. 


This gift can be utilised in a multi-ethnic church right here in Australia, or it can 
happen when people feel the call to leave their homes and minister among the 
aboriginal people in Arnhem Land, or elsewhere in the nation. 


| started my “missionary work” when | was in Moree back in 1974, when | helped 
construct a new church building in Moree and witnessed among the aboriginal 
people. We used to take a bus down to their dwellings on the edge of the riverbed 
and pick up the children for Sunday breakfast and Sunday school. This was followed 
by fellowship and games before we took them back to their families. 


From this small beginning, a new congregation began to grow, as some of the older 
family members started coming to the church. Since that time, | have travelled to 43 
countries to preach/teach to peoples of different language and cultural groups and 
have planted 39 churches and seen more than 15,000 people make commitments 
for Jesus Christ. 


'’ The Pigtails and Chopsticks Man by Jim Cromarty, ISBN-13:978-0-85234-519-1 
'8 Hewn From the Rock by Marcus L Loane: ISBN 909827 68 0 and 
The Coastal Pioneers by Jeffry Camm available to download from www.facebook.com/cammbooks 
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Have there been hardships? Yes! | have been beaten, tortured and even put in 
prison, for preaching the gospel, but as | look back over this part of my life, | would 
not change any of it, because it has made me grow in spiritual maturity, and 
understanding of the mighty saviour, whom | serve, and who lifted me out of the miry 
clay and set my feet upon the rock. 


| was paralysed and He miraculously healed me so that | could go to the ends of the 
earth to preach the gospel. | cannot thank Him enough for His bountiful mercies. 


21. The Gift of Pastor 


There is an outmoded view of the pastor’s role which, although diminishing, strongly 
persists in some circles today. It is the view that the pastor is hired by the 
congregation to do ALL of the work of the church. The better the pastor, the more the 
congregation can relax and become spectators. This is not only an outmoded view, 
but it is UNBIBLICAL! 


The biblical view of the Body of Christ is that it is a living organism, with all the 
members actually doing something that is, making a positive contribution to the 
whole, by functioning together. 


The best pastor is not one who relieves congregation members of their 
responsibilities, but one who makes sure that everyone, (that is every member 
of the congregation) has a job/responsibility and is working hard at it, for the 
benefit of the corporate Body of Christ. 


Many churches still believe that their pastor needs the following qualifications. 
He/she needs to be an accomplished public speaker, skilled counsellor, biblical and 
theological scholar, public relations expert, administrator, social ethicist, masters of 
ceremony, soul winner, stimulating teacher, funeral director, and competent at 
everything else that needs to be done in this church on a day-to-day basis. 


Alas, churches do not find such a person, with more than 10 gifts, because that is 
not what God wants the pastor to be, and God has not gifted a person with all these 
gifts because God knows that to do so would quickly burn him out. 


This is the present Christian world-view of what most Christians think the pastor 
should be; but it is not the biblical view. 


The term pastor as used in the early biblical times, means the Master Shepherd, 
responsible directly to Jesus Christ, (not to the Pope, or to some Bishop, or Head 
Office Church board), for the well-being of the flock which has been given into his 
care. He is responsible to Jesus Christ for their teaching and knowledge of the Word 
of God, for their continual spiritual food, for healing their wounds, developing a sense 
of unity among the congregation members, helping people to identify and to find their 
natural talents and their spiritual gifts, and to implement programs and strategies 
which help the congregation members continue to grow in their faith and the use of 
their spiritual gifts. 
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The gift of pastor is the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body 
of Christ, to assume a long-term personal responsibility for the spiritual welfare of a 
group of believers. 


So now, we have a problem. We have identified the “Gift of Pastor” and we see that 
this is in many cases different to the “Job description of the Pastor’, which is 
understood by many denominations today. 


The appointment of a pastor is an appointment to the position (as per the job 
description) in the organisation of the church denomination, responsible for the 
effective and efficient running of the church in a specific town or city. 


However, this understanding is different to the “Office of the Pastor” as defined in 
Ephesians chapter 4, because this is an “office” to the Body of Christ, not to any one 
specific denomination, city or town, but to the whole Body of Christ — to all of them. 
This is why this position in the church is so misunderstood. 


We have a person who has the gift of pastor, who does this work in his home and 
who is available for any of his group, at any time of the night or day, to meet their 
spiritual needs or to listen, and pray and/or offer spiritual support. 


Many people with this gift are not ordained as pastors, and do not fulfil the role of 
pastor, as the head of a physical church, but to the small group that he/she has 
assumed a long-term spiritual relationship with, he/she is their mentor, confidant and 
spiritual leader. 


There are cases in large church organisations where the lead-pastor would feel held 
back and frustrated if he had the gift of pastor, because he would always be involved 
in the minute detail of individual congregation members, not dealing with the larger 
issues for the whole congregation. This is where the Lead-Pastor needs to pray for 
the ability to delegate this “pastoral care” responsibility to other people within the 
congregation who have the “gift of pastor”. 


22. The Gift of Prophecy 


The scriptures are quite clear in the definition of what the gift of prophecy is and what 
itis not. The gift of prophecy is the special ability that God gives to certain members 
of the Body of Christ to receive and communicate and immediate message from God 
to His people, through divinely-inspired utterance. 


The gift of Prophecy is to edify, exhort or comfort the Body of Christ. The gift of 
prophecy is not to correct, condemn, or bring judgement upon a congregation or an 
individual within the Body of Christ. 


The gift of prophecy is not to predict the future; that is the “Office of the Prophet”. In 
the Book of Acts chapter 21, we have the story of the 4 virgin daughters of Philip, the 
Evangelist, who had the gift of prophecy. Paul came and dwelt in their house, but 
they did not tell him the future events which were about to happen in his life. The 
scripture records that it was Agabus, the Prophet, who came and took the girdle from 
around Paul’s robe and them wrapped it around his own hands and feet, and 
prophesied what was to happen to its owner. Thus says the Holy Spirit: “so shall the 
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Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this girdle and deliver him into the hands 
of the gentiles” 


If you examine this story and these scriptures you will see that the Prophet did not try 
to persuade Paul to change his travel plans. 


The prophet is the channel the Holy Spirit uses to pass a message from heaven to 
the Body of Christ without any filtering, or additional information added. 


Despite the requests of the majority in the house to change his plans, Paul declared 
that he was even prepared to die for the name of Jesus Christ, clearly indicating that 
he had the gift of martyrdom, well before his second imprisonment in Rome and his 
final execution by the Romans. 


However, the gift of prophecy can lift the whole congregation when Holy Spirit 
inspired words of encouragement, edification, or comfort are relayed to the Body of 
Christ by a person who has the gift of prophecy and is using it. 


Paul encouraged each member of the Body of Christ to earnestly pray to receive the 
gift of prophecy, so that the whole Body of Christ can be uplifted. This is the only 
spiritual gift that Paul encouraged the whole Body of Christ to pray to receive. Selah. 
Stop, pause, and think about that. 


23. The Gift of Service 


The gift of service is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the 
Body of Christ to identify the unmet needs required in a task related to God’s work; 
and to make use of available resources to meet those needs and help accomplish 
the desired goals, within God’s timeframe for the task to be accomplished. 


This is another gift, which does not get much recognition in the Body of Christ but is 
absolutely necessary for the smooth operation of the Body of Christ. The gift of 
service is like the oil, which you need to lubricate the engine, to keep the motor 
running smoothly. Without the oil, the engine will run for a short time and then seize 
up. And so it is with the Body of Christ. Without the Gift of Service in operation in a 
particular church congregation, nothing seems to get done on time, or within budget. 


People who have this gift are more “task-related” than “people-related” and usually 
have many natural talents, which they call upon to be used in the needed situation. 
They get a reputation to be “always being able to get the job done, on time and 
within budget”. 


But a warning, if people who do not have this gift start to rely on them for everything 
to get done, then they very soon run out of puff and burn out. This is a common fate 
of many “gifted” people in the Body of Christ today, because the “lazy ones” have not 
found their gift, or are too lazy to use it. They become spectators, not participators in 
the task that God has placed before a specific nation, town, city, denomination, or 
church. 
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24. The Gift of Teaching 


The gift of teaching is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the 
Body of Christ to research and communicate Biblical information to the Body of 
Christ, and that the information is communicated in such a way, so that every level of 
spiritual maturity can understand it and grow. 


The professors at university teach their subjects and their delivery is aimed at people 
whom have already reached at certain level of education and maturity. 


If that same delivery was given to students in second class at school, many would 
not understand a word of it, nor remember what the subject was about. The person 
who has the gift of teaching can take that same subject matter and put it through the 
mincer, and with the anointing of the Holy Spirit deliver that same subject matter in 
such a way that even the second class students can understand and remember it. 


There are many people who are “scholars of the word”, whose desire is to search out 
the scriptures and to get to the “meat” of the word. But the person with the gift of 
teaching not only searches out the meat of the word, but has a God-given ability to 
teach it in such a way that it is easy to understand, but is also exciting, which 
encourages his students to do some “searching” of their own. 


For example: Have you ever really thought about the passage of scripture in 1 
Kings chapter 18, when Elijah goes up Mount Carmel with the 450 false prophets of 
Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who are supported by Jezebel, and then 
challenges the prophets of Baal to make an altar and call upon their god to bring 
down fire from heaven? 


We know they prayed and danced all day and were even tormented and chided by 
Elijah that their god may have gone on holidays or was sleeping, but the result was 
no fire from heaven. 


Then Elijah calls the people to come to him and takes 12 stones, symbolising the 12 
tribes of Israel, and repairs the Lord’s altar, ready for the evening sacrifice. Then he 
does something which is totally unexpected; he digs a trench around the altar about 
1 metre wide. Then he piles wood upon the altar and cuts up the young bull into 
pieces and puts the pieces of sacrificial meat on top of the wood. He tells some of 
the people standing nearby to fill up 4 barrels with water and to pour it over the meat, 
the wood and the altar. He orders them to do it again, and again, making 12 barrels 
of water in total. Each barrel contains about 30 gallons of water, so by the time they 
had finished, the water had not only completely drenched the meat and the wood, 
but had run off the altar and completely filled the trench surrounding the altar 
offering. 


Have you ever asked yourself why Elijah did such a strange thing before He prayed 
to God to send down the fire? Why did God allow these scriptures to be put into the 
Bible and to remain there for all this time? | believe that there is not one verse of 
scripture in the Bible that is there to make the book bigger, so this passage of 
scripture must have special meaning. 
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And so it was as | was writing an earlier book called “Showers of Blessings” that | 
came to this point in my writing and stopped. | had hit a brick wall. | knew in my spirit 
this was important, that | must understand this portion of scripture before | could go 
any further with my writing. | prayed to the Lord for about 2 months, claiming the 
scripture which says that the Holy Spirit will lead us into all truth, and | needed that 
truth now for this particular piece of scripture; and then the revelation came. It was 
so simple | was wondering why | had not seen it before. 


In the preceding part of the chapter, commencing at verse 1, Elijah has received a 
commandment from the Lord to go and tell King Ahab that the Lord would send rain 
again soon, to break the drought over the nation. The reason for the drought in the 
first place was because King Ahab and the people of the 10 tribes had rebelled 
against God; had sinned and stepped outside the covenant that had been made with 
them through Moses. 


When Moses led the people out of Egypt, the land of slavery and sin, they had 
passed through the Reed Sea (not Red Sea) and had in effect been symbolically 
baptised as a nation. 


When Joshua led the people from the wilderness across the Jordan River and into 
the Promised Land, they were symbolically baptised again, to be once again under 
God’s covenant. 12 stones had been taken out of the river by the priests and placed 
as a symbol pile, so that the people would remember the crossing over into the 
Promised Land. 


But because of their sin and their rebellion against God Almighty, by following after 
Jezebel and worshipping other gods, they were once again outside the covenants 
that God made with Abraham and Moses. 


The scriptures tell us that God will not accept our offering or our prayers when we 
are in rebellion against Him. The only offering He will accept at that time is the sin 
offering, as a sign of repentance. 


2 Chronicles 7:14 comes into focus here. /F, my people will humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, THEN |! will hear (their 
prayers) from heaven, ! will forgive their sins, and heal their land. \f the nation was 
not in a spiritual position of repentance, God would not even listen to Elijah’s prayers 
before the altar. 


Elijah had to symbolically baptise the tribes back into the Covenant, otherwise God 
would not accept the offering that was now waiting before them. The 12 stones 
represent the 12 tribes. The 12 barrels of water represent a symbolic baptism of 
each of the tribes, so that the nation of Israel standing before the altar at the time of 
the evening sacrifice could be seen by God Almighty as a nation once again brought 
back under the covenant that God made with Moses. 


Once this had been achieved only then could Elijah make His prayer heard by God 
in Heaven. “O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel (Jacob), prove today you are 
God and that you have brought them back to yourself’. lf you did not understand 
what Elijah has just done, by symbolically baptising the nation back under the 


50 


Mosaic covenant, then this would seem to be the wrong type of prayer to pray when 
you make a sacrifice before the Lord. But Elijah was in fact asking in this prayer for 
the Lord to confirm that He had once again accepted the nation of Israel back into 
the covenant, so that the offering could be acceptable to Him. 


In answer to Elijah’s prayer God sent the confirmation; fire came down from heaven 
and not only burned up the meat offering, but the wood, and the altar and the water, 
confirming that the nation was once again under the covenant and His people, and 
that God Almighty was again their God. 


Then Elijah orders that the 450 false prophets of Baal be taken down to the river and 
killed, by cutting their throats, and making sure that all of the blood went into the 
river, not onto the land to curse it. 


Have you ever thought why Elijah did not kill the 400 false prophets of Asherah at 
the same time? Well the reason is simple; they were left to be a temptation to the 
nation of Israel, to see if the nation would honour its pledge to follow after God 
Almighty and not follow after false gods. Similar interesting portions of scripture exist 
in the New Testament. 


For Example: Apostle Paul, when writing the Epistle to the Hebrews’? clearly 
indicates in chapter 6 that there was a problem in the churches of his day. He 
identifies what he claims to be “kindergarten subjects” which had been repeatedly 
taught in the church, but now he says it is time to move on to newer and higher 
levels of spiritual maturity. The listed kindergarten subjects that he identifies in this 
passage in Hebrews chapter 6 verses 1 & 2 are subjects that all mature Christians of 
today should be able to expound without any difficulty. But first he says there must 
be atest. Testimonies can only ever occur after there has been a test. Without 
a test, a Christian cannot grow. This applies to the individual and to the 
corporate body of a congregation as well. 


So, quickly look at the listed “kindergarten subjects” and see if you can write a 
paragraph about each one of them. 


e The foundation of repentance (what does it mean and how do you repent?) 

e Dead works (What are “dead works” and how do they differ from “live 
works”?) 

Faith towards God. (Why is faith towards God different to “natural faith?”) 

The doctrine of baptisms (Plural, so there must be more than one.) 

The laying on of hands (How, when, who can, and why?) 

The resurrection of the dead (When did/shall this happen?) 

Eternal Judgement (when will this take place for believers and when will it 
take place for unbelievers?) 

Now many people will read this and turn off, because they realise that they cannot 
answer these simple questions. Do you realise that if you cannot answer these 
simple questions, then Apostle Paul (not me) says that you are still in spiritual 
kindergarten. 


'? The Peshitta Bible (the Syriac version) clearly indicates that this is the Epistle of Paul to the 
Hebrews. 
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Therefore, you need to ask your pastor to teach it so you can move on to spiritual 
maturity in the Body of Christ, otherwise you will remain in neutral gear as “Babes in 
Christ’, wearing spiritual nappies forever. 


25. The Gift of Tongues 


The Gift of Tongues is one of the most controversial spiritual gifts given to the 
believer. It is because the person who uses this gift bypasses the natural world of 
speech and speaks directly with God, and Satan cannot intercept this prayer 
message, so it is a very powerful tool to be used by believers. 


The Gift of Tongues is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the 
Body of Christ to speak to God in a language they have never learned, and to 
receive and communicate an immediate message from God to His people through a 
divinely-anointed utterance, in a language they have never learned. 


The Gift of Tongues comes in two distinct parts; firstly, the gift of tongues, for 
private prayer and meditation, and secondly the gift of tongues for public ministry. 


Everybody can receive the first one, the gift of tongues for private prayer and 
meditation, because scripture tells us that when we have a yearning to pray for 
somebody, but we do not know what we should ask for in our prayers, then we are 
told that we should prayer in “our own private prayer language” to God and that this 
prayer will unite with the Holy Spirit anointing on our lives, and the prayer will be a 
perfect prayer to the Father for that specific situation. We are told that our private 
prayer language is given to us to build up our holy faith, to edify us, to exhort us and 
to comfort us in times of distress. 


Everybody should ask the Lord to receive this gift, this private gift of tongues, so that 
we have a direct encrypted speech channel to the Father, which cannot be 
intercepted or deciphered by Satan. 


The second part of the gift is for public ministry, and it needs to be clearly 
understood so that its use in the Body is in accordance with God’s word and His 
order. The Gift of Tongues for Public Ministry is for the unbeliever, who may have 
come to the meeting, to challenge him and to convict him of his sins. 


It must ALWAYS be followed by the Gift of Interpretation, so that the direct 
message from God can be understood by all those who are present at the meeting 
(including the unbeliever). 


If there is no interpretation, then the scripture (not me) says that the person with the 
Gift of Tongues should keep quiet and talk silently between himself and God. 


In many Pentecostal and Charismatic churches the leader will say: “Let us start the 
meeting with 3 minutes of speaking in tongues” and everybody starts to babble in 
their own private prayer language before the Lord. 


Firstly, each and every believer should have done this BEFORE they came to the 
church, so they are already in a state of expectation and higher spiritual awareness, 
to hear a mighty move of God in the corporate meeting. 
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For 3 minutes the visitor, (the unbeliever) to the service hears this babble and 
wonders what in hell is going on, and maybe even starts to think: “what am | doing 
here”? There is no interpretation to these 3 minutes of Holy Spirit babble. There is 
no order in this either, because the scripture clearly tells us to limit the tongues to 
just 2 or 3 persons and if someone with a prophecy or a word of revelation rises to 
speak, then those with tongues should cease. God is not_a God of confusion, but of 
order and of a sound mind. 


God says what He means and means what He says! 


In this 21°' century we have to get back to basics and follow the scriptures to the 
letter, otherwise we will not get all of the blessings that are available to us. That does 
not mean that we become all legalistic, because we now live under grace, not under 
the law. It simply means that we have to examine carefully our actions and make 
sure that they line up with God’s word; so that God will continue to forgive our sins 
and wrongdoings, will continue to hear our prayers from heaven, and continue to 
bless us and heal our land. 


The gift of tongues for public ministry, together with the gift of interpretations 
performs the same function as the gift of prophecy that is, to edify, exhort, and to 
comfort the Body of Christ. 


When used correctly in a corporate meeting, the Gift of Tongues, together with the 
Gift of Interpretation can bring unbelievers to their knees before God, and force 
wayward Christians back before the prayer rail, to re-ignite their love for the Lord. 
This is one of the reasons why Satan uses all of his wiles, lies and deceptions, to try 
to prevent this gift being used properly for God’s glory in the Body of Christ. 


26. The Visionary Gift 


The visionary gift is something, which unfortunately is not recognised by many 
corporate bodies within the Christian faith today, but is well recognised outside in the 
secular world. 


The visionary gift is a special gift that God gives to certain members of the Body of 
Christ which enables them to see goals and objectives for a Church Body, a 
Denomination, City, or a secular business, and enables them to divinely identify the 
ordered steps to reach that objective in the most efficient and cost-effective way. 


These people are usually very talented in their own right, and God allows them to 
use these talents in a special divinely-anointed way, to identify what God wants for 
the Body of Christ; where a church should go, and how it should operate, and to 
effectively implement the steps revealed to them by the Holy Spirit to achieve that 
objective. 


Barnabas had this gift in operation when he perceived that he should go and search 
out Saul/Paul and have him come and teach the young congregation at Antioch. God 
revealed to him that Paul’s teaching gift was needed so that the congregation could 
grow and flourish. 


53 


Apostle Paul was using this gift wnen He had a vision and saw the man calling out to 
him “to come over the Macedonia and help us”. As a result of his obedience, another 
church was formed in this area. 


In 1985, just 14 days after we finished the Leighton Ford Crusades in New South 
Wales, | felt that Rani and | should go to Thailand. We did not know why we were 
going there, what we would do when we got there, or how we were going to support 
ourselves while we were there, but | knew that we should be there as soon as 
possible. | came home from down the street and told Rani that | believed that the 
Lord wanted us to go to Thailand for His service. Rani replied that she had already 
started packing. After getting our visas we arrived in Thailand about a week later. 


When we were checking in at our hotel, a gentle tap on my shoulder revealed a 
person | have not seen for about 5 years who inquired what | was doing in Thailand. 
| replied that | believed that God wanted us in Thailand. We did not know why we 
were here, or what we were to do now that we were here, but in obedience to His 
voice, we had packed our bags and here we were. 


He told us that he had been trying to contact me for about 6 months. Their Joint 
Venture consultancy consortium had just secured a consultancy contract to 
supervise a US $1620 million project to implement a 1 million line telecom expansion 
project across the country and they wanted me to be the Systems Engineer for the 
project, just like | had done previously in Saudi Arabia. 


Because of our obedience, God provided the job to support our ministry in Thailand 
for the next 5 years, which resulted in me being appointed project manager to a royal 
sponsored project, enabling me to travel to every province in the nation and to 
preach at a different location almost every Sunday. 


As a result, 6 new churches were formed in Thailand in that period and the “Rit-Det” 
(Holy Spirit) Power Meetings began and still are held each year, bringing church 
members from congregations of all denominations, all over Thailand to Bangkok for 
a week of concentrated prayer, worship and teaching messages. 


If we look at the early years of Dr Yonghi Chou’s ministry, we see that he received a 
revelation from the Lord to start small house groups; to enable them to grow in close 
relationships with one another, and to put into practise, the sermon messages that 
they were hearing in the corporate meetings each Sunday. Now some 60 years later, 
these small house groups have grown to become the largest church on earth, with 
over a million members. 


In the secular world, there are also people who have the visionary gift and are able 
to see goals and objectives which other people in their industries cannot see. This 
causes many to become frustrated as they make presentations about their visions 
and the responses they receive are not always complementary. 


The vision to divert the eastern flowing rivers of New South Wales, into dams, then 
through the mountains in tunnels, with hydro-power stations constructed inside the 
mountains to generate electricity, and finally to divert the water into the barren 
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inland, to create the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area, was thought to be a pipe dream, 
when it was first presented immediately after the second world war. 


But as it was explained in further detail, how it could create new industries, new jobs, 
and new towns in the innermost parts of New South Wales with flow-on benefits to 
Victoria and South Australia, the idea began to gain momentum. 


With legislation passed to create the Snowy Mountains Authority, they were tasked 
with the responsibility to design, construct and manage this vision, and it became 
one of the greatest engineering projects of the 20" century and was implemented, 
despite changes in Governments at both the Federal and State levels in all three 
states. This vision was seen to be IN THE NATIONAL INTEREST AND 
THEREFORE ABOVE POLITICS. 


In today’s society, we do not often recognise visionaries in the mainstream secular 
disciplines, or in the Body of Christ, but God has raised-up people with this gift, FOR 
THE PROFIT OF THE BODY. If we fail to recognise this gift, then we are firstly 
thumbing our noses at the Lord who bestowed those gifts upon people for own 
benefit, and secondly, we run the risk of missing an important long-term 
development opportunity for our church, our ministry, or our city, in the way God 
wants to move, long-term in our presence. 


People with the visionary gifts are important to the Body of Christ and they should be 
recognised and respected for the gifts that God has bestowed upon them, for His 
glory and for our development, as a strong body of believers. 


27. The Gift of Voluntary Poverty 


We know that there are many poor people in the world, who are dying of hunger and 
disease, but very few people who choose to “live poor’, when they can afford to live 
in better circumstances. These people choose to live in a state of voluntary poverty, 
so that they can use whatever resources they have, to improve the well-being of 
others. 


The scriptural basis for this gift is found in 1 Corinthians 13:3 where it says; “If | give 
everything to the poor people, and if | was burned alive for preaching the gospel but 
didn’t love others, it would be of no value whatsoever”. 


The gift of voluntary poverty is that special ability that God gives to certain members 
of the Body of Christ which allows them to renounce all their material comforts and 
luxuries and deliberately choose a personal lifestyle equivalent to the poverty level of 
a given society, so they can serve God in that society more effectively. 


In the book called the Six Great Missionaries, by Phyllis Garlick, first published in 
1955, some great missionaries of our time are identified. Two of these great 
missionaries were people who had the gift of voluntary poverty. 


The first was Ida S. Scudder, who was born in India to missionary parents, their 
grandfather being the first medical missionary, commissioned by the American Board 
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of Foreign Missions to go and start a mission work in Ceylon (now known as Sri 
Lanka). Her father, Dr John Scudder, the second, was assigned to the Madras 
Presidency at Ranipet in India, and it was there on 9° December 1870 that Ida 
Scudder was born. 


From the early years of her life, Ida was faced each day with the famine and plight of 
the local Indian population. In 1878, when Ida was only 8 years old, India 
experienced one of its worst famines on record. Without any national relief 
organisation in place to organise and distribute the meagre food available, the 
missionaries were allowed to take on this humanitarian role, to help the plight of the 
famine victims. In this famine it is estimated that more than 3 million people died of 
hunger and disease in the Vellore alone. Cartloads of food from Madras and other 
areas of India arrived for her father to organise and distribute to the hungry people. 


While her father was upstate visiting other affected areas, Ida’s mother was left to 
organise and distribute the food to the thousands of people in need. Ida was allowed 
to distribute food to the hundreds of children who gathered in bamboo enclosures for 
food relief. Ida learnt how to break up bread into small pieces and painstakingly feed 
it to the children, one piece at a time, because these children were so emancipated 
by malnutrition that they no longer had the strength to feed themselves. 


The famine was so bad that dead children were left lying out in the streets, because 
there was nobody strong enough to come and collect them for burial. This had a 
significant impact on this 8 year old child. As she grew up she became a strong 
Christian and at the suggestion of the great theologian Dwight L. Moody, she was 
encouraged to join a seminary for girls in Massachusetts in the USA. 


But the good times and social life in the USA were attracting her, because she was 
now seeing all the things, she had missed out on while she was away in India. 


This all changed when she received a telegram from her father in India telling her to 
come home straight away, as her mother was gravely ill. She left immediately, but 
her mind was already made up; she would nurse her mother back to health and they 
would both sail back to America, where she could continue to enjoy the bright lights 
and the social gatherings which she was beginning to become involved in. 


But God had other ideas. God was moving in the spiritual realm to change her focus 
and prepare her for her future destiny in the Lord’s service. 


As she sat in her room one evening resting after tending her mother all day, she 
heard footsteps on the outside veranda. It was a Brahman man who explained that 
his wife was having a baby and was experiencing great difficulty and that the local 
Indian midwives were unable to solve the problem, would she come and deliver the 
baby. She explained that she had no training in obstetrics; but that her father was a 
trained doctor and he could come and deliver the baby. This answer was received 
with total rejection by the Braham man, who said he would rather see his wife die 
than have a white man come into his house and take care of his wife. 
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Later than night a Muslim man came with the same request, and Ida gave the same 
answer, only to be rejected by the Muslim man who also said that he would rather 
see his wife die than to have another man come into his house to care for his wife. 


Before midnight, a third man, a high cast Hindu came to the house with the same 
request, and as before, Ida replied that her father was ready and willing to help. 
Again, she received the same rejection to this offer; it had to be a woman to come 
and help deliver the child. 


Ida wrestled with this problem all night. Here was the dilemma and God was calling 
her back to a life of service in India. Next morning she heard the drums beating, 
signalling a death in the village. She sent a servant to find out the situation of the 
three wives, who had trouble delivering their babies the night before, only to be told 
that all three of them had died. 


This news changed her life and saved the lives of hundreds of women over the next 
fifty years. She chose a life of voluntary poverty in India to develop a teaching centre 
in India for Indian girls to become trained midwifery nurses and later on to become 
general nurses. This centre grew in size until it became the foremost nurses training 
centre in all of India. To commemorate Ida Scudder’s 50 years of unwavering service 
to the people of India, the Government of India officially made her nursing college 
into a fully- fledged university. 


The second great missionary was Albert Schweitzer. He was brilliant scholar and 
musician, and by the age of sixteen was playing the cathedral organ, as the “master 
organist”. As a pastor’s son he studied the scriptures and saw the many differences 
between the Roman Catholic, and the Protestant denomination’s views of the 
scriptures. 


With a zeal not seen in many students, Albert studied music, theology and 
philosophy and obtained PhD’s in all three disciplines before his twenty-first birthday. 
As an academic, and as a master organist, his place was secure and his father was 
looking forward to his son securing a prestige placement within the church hierarchy. 


Albert decided that until he turned thirty years of age he would spend all of his time 
studying theology, philosophy, and music, and then he would find some practical 
application of this knowledge to serve His Master. But God had other plans. 


He became the Principal of the Theological College of St. Thomas and preacher at 
St. Nicholas Church in Strasburg, long before the age of thirty. God intervened in his 
life in an unexpected way, when Albert read an article in the journal of the Paris 
Missionary Society. He had followed this journal for many years after his father 
preached a rousing sermon about one of their famous missionaries name Casalis. 
His eyes were drawn to a story entitled “The needs of the Congo Mission”. They 
urgently needed more missionaries, especially doctors, to treat sleeping sickness 
which was now in epidemic proportions. 


God had identified his calling. God wanted him to go to Africa and serve Him there 
for the rest of his life. Albert decided to continue his studies and become a doctor. 
With his high academic record already before him he was accepted and soon started 
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his medical studies, especially tropical diseases. In 1911 Albert Schweitzer entered 
his finals for his medical degree, paid for by recitals he had given in the Paris 
Musical Festival the month before. He obtained his fourth PhD, in medicine. 


During the remainder of his life, Albert dedicated his life to serving others through 
medicine, and by teaching/preaching the gospel to anyone who would listen. He 
used his musical skills to fund most of his hospital development ventures. When he 
needed money for a hospital project, he would arrange a musical tour of Europe, and 
play recitals in various cities and preach in their churches, all the time raising money 
for his missionary work. 


When he turned eighty years of age, while still serving the Lord in Africa, he was 
requested to come to a large international gathering in Oslo in 1954. There he was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, which he immediately donated back into his 
missionary work in Africa. 


28. The Gift of Wisdom, or the Word of Wisdom 


The gift of wisdom is the special gift that God gives to a certain members of the Body of 
Christ to allow the revealing of the prophetic future under the anointing of the Holy Spirit 
of God. 


In the Old Testament, every seer and every prophet who foretold the future had this gift 
in operation in his life. But a word of wisdom is just that, only a word. God only gives 
you a fragment of the future picture to reveal to His people; that particular part of the 
future, which will directly affect them, allowing them to be prepared for this event. 


The Old Testament scripture reveals that God gave King Solomon a double portion 
of wisdom and when the Holy Spirit activated this gift in his life he made extra- 
ordinary decisions, which astounded all those around him, so that his fame spread 
and people came from other nations to see for themselves if these reports were true. 


However, he was just a man like all of us and when the gift was not activated by the 
Holy Spirit he made some really bad decisions, which ultimately resulted in his 
kingdom being torn apart. 


Because of God’s love and respect for his father, (King David) God told King 
Solomon, through a prophet, that the kingdom would not be torn apart in his lifetime, 
but immediately after his death, in the reign of his son. 


The prophet, who came to King Solomon with this message, was operating with the 
gift of wisdom. The prophet did not say how it was going to happen, just that it would 
happen — just a small picture of part of the future. 


As | have already recounted, the prophet Agabus was operating in the gift of wisdom 
when he took the girdle from Paul and wrapped it around his own hands and feet 
and then said; “so it would be to the owner of this girdle when he went to Jerusalem’. 
This message allowed Paul to prepare himself for the future trials and tribulations, 
which were to befall him. 


In today’s society, we have to take Paul at his word when he warns us to be careful 
and be always on the alert, that there will be false prophets who come amongst us 
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and say all sorts of things, suggesting that they come from the Lord. Paul is quite 
clear in his instructions. 


Firstly, we must test each word given by the prophet to see that it lines up with the 
word of God. Secondly, we must watch and discern if what was prophesied actually 
happens. If it did, then the word and the prophet are accepted. However, even if an 
angel comes among you speaking another doctrine than the one that Paul has 
preached, Paul warns that you must reject the messenger and the doctrine being 
preached, because it is a false doctrine and therefore the prophet is also false. 
Today, many people call themselves prophets and apostles, but it is by their fruits 
that you will recognise them, not by the names that they attach to themselves. 


29. The Gift of Worship 


Worship is a lifestyle; not just thirty minutes of music and praise on a Sunday 
morning, waiting for the stragglers to come into the church before the pastors gives 
his message. Worship is not where you perform on the podium, so that people know 
who you are and that you can sing real good. Worship is more than that. Worship is 
to realise why we were created. We were created to worship God. 


People misquote the Bible all the time. They say: “all things are possible with God’. 
Well they are wrong, because the one thing that God cannot do is to worship himself! 


If He did, then He would have allowed pride to come into His existence and pride in 
this instance is a sin, and we know that God cannot sin; so that is two things that 
God cannot do. 


For all those people who actually know how to use a concordance, you will find that 
the words are there (all things are possible with God) but they are written in answer 
to a specific question, so | have just done a mini-teaching about how you should not 
take scripture out of context and use it to become a doctrine. Why do | say this here? 


Worship is serious business for each and every believer. It is where we come to a 
place in our spiritual walk with the Lord and recognise that we need to express our 
thanks, our gratitude, and our love back to Him, for what He has done for us. We 
know the scripture, John 3:16 which says that God so love the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes upon Him shall not perish, but have 
everlasting life. Yes, God loved us so much that even yet while we were sinners, 
God sent His Son down to earth to live and die for us, so that we may have a way 
back to Him, through the cross. 


We owe a debt that we cannot repay, but worship helps us show God that we 
appreciate what He has done for us. Worship is where we get the opportunity to 
express our love back to Him, and everybody should feel that they need to do this. 


In the Old Testament, there were two types of priest. The Abiathur priesthood 
ministered to the people, but were forbidden from ministering to God; and the 
Zadok priests who ministered to God only. The Zadok priests were on a roster in 
the temple and they gave worship to God continually, twenty-fours each day, seven 
days a week, even when the temple was empty, when there were no other person in 
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the temple, they still worshipped to God. For the Zadok priests, worship was their 
life. That is what they were called to do before the Lord. 


In some of our churches today we have a twenty-four hour prayer tower, and prayers 
are continually offered up to God, on behalf of the church members and anyone who 
calls in on their prayer line with a prayer request. 


But very few churches have understood the revelation that we, in the New 
Testament, are referred to as the temple of the Holy Spirit; that we are a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, and as a holy nation, we have to take the role of the Zadok 
priest seriously, so that our whole life becomes one of worship to God. Whatever we 
say, whatever we do should be done as an act of worship to God. 


Worship is not something we switch on every Sunday morning for thirty minutes and 
then switch it off for the rest of the week. Worship is more serious than that. Psalm 
150 gives a better understanding why everyone should be praising God. 


It starts and ends with an exclamation: Hallelujah!!! Yes, Praise the Lord. Praise Him 
in His temple, and in the heavens He made with His mighty power. Praise Him for 
His mighty works. Praise His unequalled greatness. Praise Him with the trumpet and 
with lute and harp. Praise Him with the tambourines and the dance. Praise Him with 
stringed instruments and horns. Praise Him with cymbals, yes loud clanging 
cymbals. Let everything alive give praises to the Lord. You praise Him! Hallelujah!!! 


When you look at this psalm you start to realise that praise is important to God and 
that He wants everybody (that has breath) to praise Him. But that is not the gift of 
worship that we are identifying here. 


The gift of worship is that special gift that God gives to certain members of the Body 
of Christ which allows them to use their natural talents as singers or musicians with 
such power and anointing that it moves the whole congregation to another level in 
worship, to lead the congregation right into the throne room of God. 


When a person starts operating in the gift of worship the voice he/she uses, or the 
instrument that he/she plays is no longer by natural talent, but it becomes a weapon 
of warfare in the spiritual realm, causing the demons to flee. 


The best example recorded in scripture is when King Saul was afflicted by an evil 
spirit and David was asked to come and play the lyre in the King’s presence. 
Because David had spent so much time with the Lord, playing his lyre when out 
guarding the sheep he had developed, not only a natural skill of this instrument, but 
had the revelation that He could come right into the presence of God, when He gave 
this instrument back to God, as an offering of praise. When he played the lyre before 
the King, the anointing gift of worship came upon him and when he was operating 
under this anointing, even the demons could not resist the music, it was too pure and 
too powerful; they had to flee. 


This is why in some services today when the musicians start to operate under the 
anointing of the gift of worship, people with diseases, emotional problems, or even 
physical disabilities, receive their healing. There has been no prayer for them, no 
laying-on of hands, just worship. The gift of worship will also encourage people with 
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other gifts to activate their gifts, so we then have prophecy, words of knowledge, and 
words of wisdom spring forth among the congregation members. 


But people who have the gift of worship are not limited to using their gift only in a 
church service. God uses this gift to give them worship lyrics and worship music, 
which can be then played by other musicians, who also feel anointed when they play 
or sing these particular songs. 


There are thousands of worship music songs which lift individuals into the presence 
of God, but just to name two that | always feel anointed when | sing, or play them. 


The first is Amazing Grace, written by John Newton, a man who was a slave trader, 
but who became a changed man when he heard the gospel message, so much so 
that the Lord gave him the inspiration to pour out his heart in this testimony song 
back to the Lord. “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me, 
| once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now | see”. The other is Days of 
Elijah by Robin Mark, a different kind of worship song, but just as anointed and just 
as Challenging, to any believer. 


| have been writing and composing Christian music since the Lord gave me my first 
song way back in 1978. When | sing or play these songs | get caught up into the 
second or their heaven, my voice takes on a new quality and power, and my violin 
seems to want to play by itself. It is an awesome moment, which sometimes can go 
on for hours, but it only seems like a few minutes. 
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NOW IS THE TIME 


Holy Spirit inspired at Mooree in Sept. 1978 


Music and Lyrics by Rev. Jeffry David Camm 
Copyright © 1978 by New Light Ministries Pty. Ltd. 


Worship 
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Now is the time. Now is the time. To worship____ the Father in 
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Spirit___ and in truth Now is the time Now is the time 
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_ 
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a To worship_____ the Father. im Spirit____—_ and in Truth 


Verse 2 


Open your heart, open your heart, and worship the Father in Spirit and in 


Truth 


Open your heart, open your heart, and worship the Father in Spirit and in 


Truth 


Verse 3 


Lift up your hands, lift up your hands, and worship the Father in Spirit and in 


Truth 


Lift up your hands, lift up your hands, and worship the Father in Spirit and in 


Truth 
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AMAZING OUR GREAT GOD 


Words and music by Rev. Jeffry David Camm (2003) 
Copyright © 2003 by New Light Ministries & Consulting Services Pty. Ltd. 


To be played with gusto 


; Chorus 
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He went for you and me He invites____ you to come to Him His word will give 
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you feed Jesus__ our great saviour__t__..__ a super___._ friend indeed___ Whenever___ 
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you're in need the door is always open. 


you__ call on Him whenever. He'll always_— intercede 
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come to Him and pray 


eo 
Oh Holy____—— Spirit__come to us empower. 
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great speed to go to all the nations 


Cd 
for them to intercede. You are our 


oe 
You'llshow_ sus __— the way Please will you come and stay with us please come 


[eee ——_— 


only____comforter. 


and stay we pray 


For more of these music pieces, please go to Appendix 5. 
Conclusion for this chapter: 


When you first look at this list of spiritual gifts, you may be surprised that some of 
these items are considered spiritual gifts, but upon further reflection, one starts to 
realise that not all people are called to be martyrs, or are prepared to become a 
person in voluntary poverty. It takes the calling and the spiritual gifting from God to 
be able to perform these tasks for His glory. 


In this chapter | have identified 29 gifts, but upon reflection | believe that there are 
many more still to be identified, considering the fact that God made us in His image 
and we have 206 bones, as well as nerves, muscles, tendons and ligaments, and 
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many internal body parts, including heart, lungs etc. all of which are necessary for 
the body to function properly. 


Likewise in the Body of Christ; we are told that Jesus is the head and we are the 
body, therefore there are many parts needed to be working together, with the same 
goal and the same purpose, if we are to move in the same direction that the head 
(Jesus) is directing us to go, both individually and corporately. Therefore, we have to 
realise that God’s gifts to each of us are very important for the whole Body of Christ 
to function correctly, in unity and purpose. 


APPENDIX TWO 
The Levitical Priesthood” 


Many people in western society have lost, or failed to understand the role of the 
Levitical priesthood. Others look and think — it is in the Old Testament, so it does not 
apply to us, because we live under grace, not under the law. 


It is true that we now live under grace and not under the law, but it is not true that 
we should disregard what is written in the Old Testament, because it is a shadow of 
what is to take place in the New Testament. 


The Levitical Priesthood is no exception. They were ordained into this office to 
minister unto God — not unto man. They were to minister to God in the temple, 
whether there were any people in the temple or not. 


How many pastors (priests) do you know that would minister to empty chairs? Not 
many. That is because they have not understood their responsibilities of ministering 
unto God. 


In the following study, you will see that God sent an unnamed prophet to Eli to 
give him a message. This message is still relevant today, because the prophecy 
states it will be in operation until Christ comes again. 


So this prophecy starts in the Old Testament and will finish when Jesus comes 
back — at the end of the “Age of the Gentiles’. 


We are all commanded to be sons and daughiers of the king; a royal priesthood 
before the throne room of grace. How can we act like priests if we do not understand 
their role, function, and responsibilities? 


Notice the prophecy clearly indicates two (2) very different types of priests, which 
will be allowed to exist within the Body of Christ, right up until Christ returns for His 
bride. 


On the next page, you see the Levitical Line of the Priests. 


°° Extract from my book entitled: Opening Heaven’s Gates 
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The Zadok Priesthood 


Discerning the Difference between “Holy” and “Phony” Ministries!2! 


The book of First Samuel tells us that an unnamed prophet came to Eli (the High 
Priest) with an awful message. This unknown man delivered an amazing prophecy -- 
one that has everything to do with what we see going on in the church today. 


This divine word reveals much about dead, dry, ungodly ministers and churches 
that are in operation in the world around us right now! 


The prophecy tells of two priesthoods that would develop and continue, from that 
day onwards, until the very end of time. Both of these priesthoods would be 
ministering in the church. One would be cursed with abominable shame; but the 
other would be a ministry after God's own heart! 


The unnamed prophet tells Eli: "Behold, the days come, that | will cut off thine 
arm, and the arm of thy father's house, that there shall not be an old man in thine 
house" (1 Samuel 2:31). 


He is describing a curse upon the ministry of Eli! But then he continues: "And | will 
raise me up a faithful priest that shall do according to that which is in mine heart 
and in my mind: and | will build him a sure house; and he shall walk before mine 
anointed for ever" (verse 35). 


This prophecy of two priesthoods is being fulfilled today -- right before our eyes. 
Indeed, both ministries are operating simultaneously, in nations all across the world! 
First, the prophet speaks of the ongoing ministry of a self-centred, backslidden, 
compromising priesthood. He describes those priests who are “of the spirit of Eli’, 
mentioning two specific things: 


1. Priests who please man more than God 

a. Such priests are “people-pleasers”, more than “pleasers of God”. 
"Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and at mine offering ...and honour thy 
sons above me..." (verse 29). 

b. Eli was soft on sin! He never made any decisions that would offend his 
two sons. Only once, in over fifty years of ministry, did Eli correct them. 
They had been committing adultery, raping women, committing the most 
vile acts. Yet even then, all Eli could say to them was, "Why do you do 
this?" 

c. This man had no righteous indignation! He was not “a keeper of the 
Law”. He never shared God's wrath and hatred toward sin. He 
represents a priesthood of ministers who are afraid to reprove God's 
family, that is - the congregation today! 

d. Unfortunately, there are churches today that you can attend for up 
to a year, and yet never hear one word of reproof. A church could be 


”' This is an excerpt from an article by David Wilkerson, July 25, 1994 
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totally corrupted -- half of the congregation divorcing, adultery rampant, 
teenagers sleeping around, children unruly. 

e. The whole congregation has been given over to pleasure(s), or sports or 
other forms of entertainment -- but there is never a word of correction 
from the pulpit! 

f. Instead, the pastor caters to the people's weaknesses and cravings. He 
is afraid to offend anyone -- afraid the offerings will go down and he'll 
lose his income. 


This is the first characteristic of the evil ministry developing in Eli's soul. And it is 
the mark of every ongoing compromising priesthood of today! 


They cater to their own needs and comfort rather than give themselves 
toward the needs of the flock. “They ... make (themselves) fat, with the chief (or 
best portion) of all the offerings of Israel, my people" (verse 29). 


When the people brought the meat offering to the priest, it was supposed to go 
into the seething pot to be boiled. Afterwards, the priest dipped a three-pronged hook 
into the pot, and whatever came out on the hook went onto his table. 


But Eli's two sons didn't want the boiled, sodden meat. They wanted the red, raw 
filet mignon! So they brought their father the prime cuts. There was no sodden flesh 
on his table. That's how Eli got fat, lazy, careless. If he would have dealt with his 
sons, he might have lost his filet mignon! 


Eli was concerned with his own interests, his own table. And that is what is 
happening in many dying churches today: 


Many preachers are interested only in their own comfort, in caring for 
themselves -- instead of spending time on their knees for the sake of the 
people entrusted into their care! 


The prophet is saying, "You are self-absorbed, Eli -- feathering your own nest! To 
you, the ministry means nothing more than food on the table, security for you and 
your family. You are treating this position as a “profession”, not “a calling from 
God”. You don't really care about the flock. You are more interested in what goes 
onto your table than in what goes into the people's hearts. 


Yet you never once think about how your compromise and selfishness, brings 
reproach to God's honourable name. You never consider the people who watch as 
your sons steal the prime meat. You are soft on sin, afraid to reprove -- because 
you're consumed with things that make you comfortable!" 


The Unnamed Prophet Pronounced Three Terrible Judgments on This 
Priesthood! 


Every “so-called minister” who is of the seed of Eli -- compromising, soft on sin, 
concerned only for himself, will know these three judgments: 


1. A loss of all spiritual power and authority. 
"...they that despise Me shall be “lightly esteemed”. Behold, the days come, that 
| will cut off thine arm [strength], and the arm of thy father's house..[inheritance]." 
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(verses 30-31). 
To be "lightly esteemed" by the Lord meant a loss of God's favour and blessing! It 
meant your work has had no impact against Satan's kingdom. Such a minister may 
be esteemed by others -- but in God's eyes he is a lightweight, someone in whom 
God puts no trust! 


God said, "You despise Me by not preaching My whole counsel. You're not a man 
of prayer. You're not concerned about My people, but only about your success and 
reputation. You just want to make sure there's a crowd. You have lightly esteemed 
My Word -- and now | am going to lightly esteem you! Go your way -- do your own 
works. You are lightly esteemed in My eyes!" 


This cutting off by removal of God's anointing, leaves the Eli priesthood to busy 
themselves with helter-skelter programs - works of the flesh that looks good. It all 
sounds like important kingdom work, but God refuses to touch it! It is simply busy 
activity -- lightly esteemed ministries, undertaken by lightly esteemed ministers! 


2. They will be bypassed by the true anointing and blessing of God in the 
last days. 


"And you will see the distress of My dwelling, in spite of all that | do good for 
Israel..." (verse 32, NAS). 


In other words, "When | choose the time to pour out My Spirit, you'll be standing in 
ruins!" And that's exactly what is happening in Britain, Australia and America today: 
Preachers are standing in churches that are dead, dry and ruined! God has said to 
them, "I will pass you by!" This priesthood will be standing there among the ruins as 
God blesses and anoints another priesthood, -- men of God who have paid the price! 


Right now, in these last days, His anointing is falling on those who have given 
their lives to Him, who are prepared to serve Him and Him alone, without any 
thought for their own well-being. The Spirit is laying hold of these praying, fearless 
men. 


But those of Eli's seed are being bypassed, -- left to play their church games! 
God is saying, in essence, "In spite of all | do, you will not see the good! You will not 
be part of My last-day, holy remnant. You are lightly esteemed, -- and you will go 
about your ministry with no real spiritual authority!" 


3. They will lose God's touch in the very prime of their life. 


"..all the increase of your house will die in the prime of life" (verse 33, NAS). 
This verse is taken two ways. 


First, it was fulfilled literally when Saul sent Doeg up to Nob to slay eighty-five 
priests who were of the seed of Eli. But the verse also has a spiritual application: It is 
saying that this priesthood will look good up to a certain point. The ministers will be 
very active and busy. But just at the point when they ought to be at their best -- full of 
energy, power, wisdom and holiness, ready to be used the most -- a spiritual death 
will take place. 


God is going to leave them! They will be left standing before the people as dead 
men, while in the very prime of their lives! Yet perhaps the most tragic of all the 
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prophecies given by this unnamed man of God is that this backslidden, compromised 
priesthood would never be cut off from God's altars! The evil ministry would continue 
to the very end. 


"Yet | will not cut off every man of yours from My altar that your eyes may fail from 
weeping and your soul grieve..." (verse 33, NAS). 


God will not cut them off! Compromising, spiritless, dead men are going to exist 
until the last days, when the Lord returns. But, God says, "What a grief they're going 
to be. They will be a cause for weeping!" 


Now, | want to show you another kind of priesthood. It is the other ministry of 
priests that the prophet said God was raising up: "But | will raise up for Myself a 
faithful priest who will do according to what is in My heart and in My soul; and 
! will build him an enduring house, and he will walk before My anointed 
always" (verse 35, NAS). 


This holy ministry is the “Zadok priesthood”! It is made up of faithful, holy ministers 
of God, who walk and live according to His desire — not their own. And such a 
priesthood remains to this very day! Everything that this unnamed prophet 
prophesied is fully illustrated in David's kingdom. David is a type of Christ, and Israel 
is a type of church. 


David had two priests who fulfilled these two prophetic priesthoods to the letter: 
Abiathur and Zadok. "And hast thou not there with thee Zadok and Abiathur, the 
priests?" (2 Samuel 15:35). 


1. Let Us First Consider Zadok. [Zadok's name means "one who's proved 
righteous" .| 


"Now these are they that came to David to Ziklag... And Zadok, a young man 
mighty of valour, and of his father's house twenty and two captains" (1 Chronicles 
12:1, 28). 


Zadok was the first young priest to recognize God's anointing upon David! 
Men were fleeing to David, coming from all over, to join his forces. Zadok recognized 
that the Holy Spirit had left Saul. His ministry now was all hype, flesh, with no call or 
touch of heaven. 


And Zadok said, "| don't want any part of that kind of ministry. It's dead -- God has 
gone from it. I'm going with David, who has the Spirit's anointing resting upon him!" 
So Zadok went to David at Ziklag -- never to leave him for the rest of his life! 
Through every rebellion, Zadok stood with him, a man proved righteous. David had 
captured the priest's heart -- and Zadok never looked back. 


Thank God, there are men of God like this in many pulpits today. These are men 
of prayer, who are committed to Jesus, having walked away from all flesh, 
entertainment and worldliness. You know it when you hear them preach -- because 
something registers in your soul! 


When others forsook David, Zadok remained faithful. David was running from his 
son Absalom, who had rebelled. And when David came to the brook Kedron, the 
Scripture says, "Now behold, Zadok also came... and Abiathur went up..." (2 Samuel 
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15:24, NAS). Notice here that both Zadok and Abiathar are with David. Both are at 
the brook Kedron with him, and both go back to Jerusalem at David's order. 


So, while Absalom defiled David's concubines in full public view, and Israel went 
berserk with wickedness and revelry, two holy men stood in God's house -- Zadok 
and Abiathur. 


And so it is today! While the whole world is going to hell amid unheard-of 
wickedness, God still has His holy men serving at His altar. He still has a Zadok 
priesthood, faithful in all God's Word! 


2. Consider Now the Abiathur Priesthood! [Abiathur's name means "at 
peace with God”.] 


He was with Zadok as they took the ark back to Jerusalem. Indeed, at this point, 
Abiathur appears to be holy, dedicated, devoted, and loyal to David. He will have 
nothing to do with Absalom's rebellion. He goes about his ministry looking as pure 
and uncompromising as Zadok. 


But why is he never mentioned in the Word after this? Why is he not named 
among the prophets? Why does his name die out? Something happens. Suddenly 
Abiathur is "lightly esteemed" -- and Zadok is made the example of the holy, remnant 
priesthood. Why? It is because Abiathur had “the spirit of Eli’ in him! 


All those awful prophecies spoken by the unnamed prophet fell upon him. And it 
all happened quickly! The unnamed prophet had said that not all such kind would be 
cut off. Abiathur’s father and eighty-three other priests who wore an ephod were 
slain by Doeg. Only Abiathur escaped! He ran to David -- and the ministry he 
represented survived, which was according to prophecy. Yet just as the prophet had 
spoken, Abiathur -- the seed of Eli -- in the prime of his life and at the peak of his 
blessings was seduced by the call of success. He lost his place with God's anointed! 


You see, David had another son, Adonijah. His name means "success and 
prosperity." This young man pretended to introduce a "new move" into the land, by 
naming himself king. 


Yet it was only another rebellion -- not a move of God -- but a snare of Satan! 
This is the very ministry the prophet had warned of: “self-exaltation and success”. 
"Then Adonijah...exalted himself..." (1 Kings 1:5). It was self-centeredness, pride! 
Adonijah said, "| will set myself up as king!" This young man was raised under a 
ministry of "no reproof": "And his father had not displeased him at any time in saying, 
Why hast thou done so?" (verse 6). 


Notice here: Everything the prophet had prophesied of this kind of ministry had 
come to pass. All of the elements he had said would happen under this kind of 
priesthood were in this man, Adonijah! "And he conferred with Joab, the son of 
Zeruiah..." (verse 7). 
Adonijah surrounded himself with ungodly men! There was not a holy man among 
them -- not Zadok, not Nathan, not any faithful men of David (see verse 8). 


71 


Scripture says that this group met at "the stone of Zoheleth" -- which means 
"place of the serpent." This was a group of self-serving, success-driven, ego-stroking 
rebels. 


They cried out: "Here is something new, something that works! Away with David's 
old, worn out ways. God is doing a new thing in the land!" 


Up to that point, Abiathar had been loyal to David. But now the word was out: 
"There's a new move taking place -- some great, new thing happening in the land. 
And it's very exciting!" It grabbed the heart of Abiathar -- because it looked like a 
ticket to success and prosperity. Now he could make it! He had found a new man 
and a new message. 


| meet many people who come to this country from places in Europe, Africa and 
Asia where churches are dying. They hear about some new work happening in the 
churches here, and they become hungry to see it happen in their church — “a new 
move of God”. 


Once, when | was overseas, | told one pastor friend, "You and your wife used to 
be on your faces continually, weeping before God. That's why your church was so 
blessed. But you've gotten so busy, you don't know God anymore!" This couple 
began to weep, crying, "You're right!" But instead of repenting, they went to America 
-- looking for some new program that might make their ministry work! 


That is the ministry of Abiathar! He got caught up in a fleshly, ungodly work of 
Satan. And he gathered with the others at the stone of Satan, eating, drinking and 
shouting, "Long live King Adonijah!" 


When David was told about it, he cried out, "Get me Nathan, the Prophet!" You 
see, when God wants to do something that really counts for His eternal purposes, He 
calls on those who have been shut in with him. David is a type of Christ here. And he 
cried, "Forget Abiathar. Go get Nathan, the Prophet! | lightly esteem Abiathar. Tell 
Nathan to get the trumpet and the oil, and to go anoint Solomon to be king over 
Israel!" 


So Solomon was anointed king. And the first thing he did was to kill Shimei, who 
cursed David. Then he began dealing with all of David's enemies -- and he called 
forth Abiathar. 


Now, | remind you that the unnamed prophet said this Eli-Abiathar ministry would 
never be cut off. And Solomon knew all about this prophecy. Abiathar should have 
been executed for treason. But instead, Solomon told him: "You cast your lot in with 
my brother Adonijah. You tried to bring down this kingdom. And because of that, you 
deserve to die. But I'm not going to kill you. You carried the ark of God for my father, 
David, and you were afflicted with him. Because of those things, | will not put you to 
death at this time. Now, go to Anathoth, to your own field, to do your own thing. You 
are lightly esteemed!" 


"So Solomon thrust out Abiathar from being priest unto the Lord; that he might 
fulfil the word of the Lord, which he spake concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh" 
(verse 2:27). 
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The Eli priesthood is still here today! But God says to their kind, "Go, do your own 
thing. | lightly esteem you!" 


3. Ezekiel Understood the Prophetic -- The Importance of These Two 
Priesthoods! 


Both the Zadok and Abiathar priesthoods were operating in Ezekiel's day. And, 
like the unnamed prophet, Ezekiel prophesied they both would flow, as two streams 
of ministry to the very end: "...mark well the entering in of the house, with every going 
forth of the sanctuary" (Ezekiel 44:5). 


God was telling Ezekiel, "Stand at My house and see all the people coming and 
going. Discern all the activities going on here. It's all an abomination! They're 
bringing strangers and foreigners into My house to defile it!" 


Likewise today, the abominations going on in churches are so horrible, God is 
saying, "Enough -- I've had it!" Ungodly ministers have brought into the holy 
sanctuary rock-and-roll, entertainment, utter foolishness, singers who use drugs and 
alcohol and don't even know Christ, or what He stands for. 


These people stand ministering in the pulpit, and the congregations don't even 
know the difference! "And ye have not kept the charge of mine holy things: but ye 
have set keepers of my charge in my sanctuary for yourselves" (Ezekiel 44:8). 


He was saying, in other words: "You've brought in foreigners, people who do not 
know me, to keep charge of My sanctuary!" These were foreign elements -- wicked, 
unholy, unseparated, still of the world. God's house was being profaned! 


So God appointed an Abiathar priesthood, to minister to a people, whose hearts 
were set on idols! The shepherds had strayed far from God. They were filled with the 
spirit of Eli, chasing fame and success -- and the people loved to have it so! Thus, 
God appointed idolatrous priests to give the people what they wanted. "Like people, 
like priest!" "Yet | will appoint them to keep charge of the house of all its service, and 
of all that shall be done in it" (verse 14, NAS). How blind such ministers are! 


God says of them; And they shall not come near unto me..." (verse 13). They 
stand in the pulpit lightly esteemed by God, full of self and idolatry, nowhere near to 
the Lord. Yet they go through all the motions: preaching, teaching, counselling, all 
the ministerial duties. But they don't know the difference! They have no discernment, 
no witness of the Spirit of God! 


Beloved, if you do not repent and surrender all to Jesus -- if you hold onto an idol 
in your heart -- you will end up listening to a minister who preaches to your idolatry! 


God made a promise in His Word that if His people would repent and return 
to Him with all their hearts, He would raise up for them Zadok Shepherds! 


"Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord... and | will bring you to Zion: and | 
will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge 
and understanding" (Jeremiah 3:14-15). 
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Ezekiel prophesied that a Zadok priesthood would be very much alive and well in 
the last days: "But...the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of My sanctuary when 
the children of Israel went astray from me, they shall come near to Me, to minister 
unto Me, and they shall stand before Me, to offer unto Me the fat and the blood, said 
the Lord God. They shall enter into My sanctuary, and they shall come near to My 
table, to minister unto Me, and they shall keep My charge" (Ezekiel 44:15-16). 


There will be no mixture in this priesthood: "...they shall be clothed with linen 
garments; and no wool shall come upon them, while they minister..." (verse 17). 
Wool mixed with linen represents mixture -- a little bit of God and a little bit of flesh. 
But God says, "My priesthood is made of pure linen. There is no mixture!" 


This Zadok priesthood will be fearless against sin -- and will have the power to 
lead people into righteousness and holiness. 


"And they shall teach my people the difference between the holy and the profane, 
and cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean" (verse 23). 


These are the marks of the Zadok priesthood: 


1. They are not afraid to reprove with the power and authority of the Holy 
Ghost. 

2. They make clear to you what wrong and right are, until you gain the 
knowledge and wisdom to make right choices yourselves. 

3. These men know and recognise the voice of the Lord. They know what 
God speaks, because they sit and wait on Him! They don't pray, "Bless me, 
bless my programs, give me money..." Rather, they cry out: "Oh, Jesus, | love 
you! | want to know Your mind and Your heart!" “Show me Your ways, Oh 
Lord”. 


You may be saying, "It's good to know all this about preachers." But God is saying 
to you right now: "What about you?" 


Dear Saints, Did You Know This Message Is All About You? 


Scripture says, "(He) hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to 
him be the glory and dominion for ever and ever..." (Revelation 1:6). Beloved, this 
verse is true for the whole body of Christ! Everyone who calls himself or herself by 
God's name is to be a priest unto the Lord. 


So, | ask you: Which priesthood best describes your walk with God? 
Are you of Zadok? Or of Abiathar? 


Are you self-centred -- running around to conventions and seminars, looking for 
comforting answers? Or do you receive reproof with joy, knowing that God wants to 
cut the cancer of sin out of you, in order to heal you? 


Do you buy tape after tape of some evangelist, to try to get a word from heaven? 
Or are you learning to discern God's voice for yourself, by giving quality time to Him 
in the secret closet, in prayer and fasting, seeking God’s face? 
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Everyone who lives by the name of Jesus should be learning to hear God's voice. 
He wants you to hear His word in your own heart! If you learn that, you can go to any 
church anywhere and know within five minutes if the Spirit of the Lord is there. If it's 
really Zadok, your hands will go up in the air. You'll say, "I'm hearing something 
good. Something is registering in my soul. This is God!" 


Or -- you will discern what is of Abiathar. And it will make you sick to your 
stomach! You will flee, because you cannot stand the stench of this flesh! 


Oh, God -- give us the spirit of the Zadok priesthood right now! We pray that you 
raise up this priesthood in our church, in our city and in our nation, so we can hear 
Your voice and respond to Your Holy Spirit. Amen. 


The Sons of Zadok 

Everyone knew that the Sons of Zadok were different. There is a clear path 
explaining how man is to minister to God and what He requires of this ministry. In 
this day, we are challenged to examine our faith and belief structure, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit and in light of the Word. The King-Priest blessings are 
framed in powerful perspective, along with the demand for righteousness and 
holiness. It's time to release the Sons of Zadok! 


Sons of Zadok minister under the great High Priest, Jesus. Only the Sons of 
Zadok were to minister unto God. Eli ministered unto the people. Zadok ministered 
unto God. 


Who Are the Sons of Zadok? 

Few people even believe that God needed ministering to, or that no one would 
know where to begin. Unmistakably, the essence of Ezekiel 44 was ‘what 
characterizes the person who may minister to God.’ 


Ezekiel 44:14 was a pivotal verse, separating those who minister to the people 
and declaring who will NOT minister to God. 


Only the Sons of Zadok were to minister to God. They ministered to God through 
their sacrifices, their leadership, all the while walking in holiness. Their prayers were 
mingled with their anointed, sweet smelling savour at the altar of incense. Their 
holiness exuded from their lives as they offered sin and peace offerings. People 
knew... they were different! 


Ritual was/is not observed by the Sons of Zadok: They entered/enter into the 
presence of the Lord during their duties. They taught the difference between the holy 
and the profane. They talked differently and they walked differently. Their lives 
reflected the purity and holiness of the Lord. 


Demonstration in the Holy Ghost and power is not the unusual but rather the 
ordinary for the Sons of Zadok. Only the Sons of Zadok (righteousness) could come 
before the Lord and minister unto Him. Those who walk in holiness compromising no 
aspect of Word or walk, and who teach the people to be holy - qualify. 


To minister to God begins with clean hands and a pure heart. 


75 


It's rewards are different; instead of accolades from men, the Sons of Zadok find 
accolades from the Lord. His Presence insures that peace reigns and ‘every 
dedicated thing in Israel shall be theirs' (Ez 44:29) Peace will rest upon the 
congregant’s houses, as they minister to them holiness and the way of the Lord. 


The bottom line is: Choose whether you will be a minister TO THE PEOPLE only, 
or a MINISTER UNTO the People and UNTO GOD. 


Will you continue to be what you have been, or will you become a Son of Zadok? 
There is no middle ground: either you are a Son of Zadok, or you are not. That is 
why it is necessary to know what is and what is not related to the Sons of Zadok. 


What it means to be a Son of Zadok speaks of the “baptism of fire” by the Holy 
Spirit. The sensitivity to the Spirit of God and about determination to have Jesus as 
my ‘only' Lord. 


(Ezekiel 44). "Who will ascend into the Presence of the Lord or who shall stand in 
His Holy Place?" Psalm 24:3. Its rewards are different -- instead of accolades from 
men, Sons of Zadok find accolades from the Lord through His Presence (Ezekiel 
44:29). Sensitivity to the Spirit of God and determination to have Jesus as their only 
Lord is their secret and power. 


Demonstration in the Holy Ghost and power is not the “unusual”, but rather the 
“ordinary” for the Sons of Zadok. They minister to God through their sacrifices and 
their leadership, all the while walking in holiness. Their prayers are mingled with their 
sacrifices (worship). The Earth Split With The Sound. 


1 Samuel 1-4 tells us that the Sons of Eli represents the “flesh-religion”, set apart 
from God; but the Sons of Zadok represent a spiritual heritage, based on intimacy 
with God. 


That which is precious to Eli (the system) is its people and its goods. That which is 
precious to the Sons of Zadok are their vows to God, and they have one rule -- they 
must obey the voice of the Lord in all things (Zechariah 6:15). 


Righteousness and “rejection of the system” characterize the Sons of Zadok. Eli 
ministers to the people and Zadok ministers to the Lord. 


The system always substitutes something, to take the place of, or modify the real 
thing. Righteousness is fluid like a river. 


Ezekiel 47 shows the origin in the Throne Room of the Temple of God. Sons know 
that one does not "take time to pray" because there simply is no meaningful time 
without it. We were made to commune with God. 


Religion/the system can only minister to man. In Eli's times, holiness was not 
emphasized. Zadok does not practice "being in" God's Presence, they just "live in" 
His Presence continually. 


Everywhere Zadok and his Sons find themselves, there is great honour and 
blessing. | Kings 1:39-40 says, "And Zadok, the priest, took a horn of oil out of the 
tabernacle, and anointed Solomon to be king. And they blew the trumpet; and all the 
people said, 'Long live King Solomon.’ And all the people played on flutes, and 
rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth split with the sound of it." Talk about the 
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sound being released through their worship and intercession! We need to release 
the Sons of Zadok in houses of prayer and worship right across our nations today! 


Ezekiel 44:15 But the priests the Levites, the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge 
of my sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from me, they shall come 
near to me to minister unto me, and they shall stand before me to offer unto me the 
fat and the blood, saith the Lord GOD: 


Ezekiel 48:11 It shall be for the priests that are sanctified of the sons of Zadok; 
which have kept my charge, which went not astray when the children of Israel went 


astray, as the Levites went astray. 


Ezekiel 40-48 deals with the glory of the future kingdom that Israel will enjoy, 
once the nation is reborn (chapter 37) and her enemies defeated (chapters 38-39) at 
the second coming of Jesus Christ. 


Twice it is repeated that the sons of Zadok will enjoy special blessings and special 
privileges in that kingdom because they remained faithful to God despite the 
apostasy and idolatry of the nation. 


Zadok was a priest who lived and served during the reigns of David and Solomon. 
He was of the line of Eleazer, Aaron's son (as opposed to the line of Ithamar; 1 
Chronicles 24:3) and became the fulfilment of God's judgment upon the house of Eli 
(1 Samuel 2:35) at the outset of Solomon's reign over Israel (1 Kings 2:27, 35). 


As a young man, the Bible says that Zadok was mighty of valour (1 Chronicles 
12:28). He was not only a priest but also a warrior. He remained true to the Lord and 
the king when others were carried away by the rebellions under Absalom (2 Samuel 
15) and Adonijah (1 Kings 1). His progeny served faithfully in Judah's great revival 
under King Hezekiah (2 Chronicles 31). 


Because of this steadfast commitment, the Lord will richly reward Zadok and his 
sons when Jesus Christ returns to rule and reign on the earth. 


There's an important practical lesson for us to learn from this interesting statement 
in the book of Ezekiel. Just like Zadok and his sons, we find ourselves in a time 
when God's people on a massive scale are going astray. Despite the apostasy and 
the apathy and the ignorance and the lukewarm condition of today's church, God 
calls on us to stand fast, be faithful, and remain true to the charge He's given us. 


And there are ETERNAL blessings and privileges that await those who will answer 
the call. 


| believe the Sons of Zadok minister 'to' the Lord and not 'to' the people. Also the 
Sons of Zadok will teach the difference between the holy and the common (unholy). 


Where Are the Sons of Zadok? [More than One Kind of Worship] 


Are you satisfied with the worship you are seeing and hearing in the body of Christ 
today? This is a question | heard the Lord speak to me some years ago. | did not 
have to think long for an answer, as | have now been in worship ministry for more 
than 50 years. | had been very unsatisfied with what | had been hearing in churches 
and Christian meetings and on Christian television for a very long time. 
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| knew that there was a higher place. A place where the true worship of the Great 
Almighty God could be experienced by His children who truly loved Him. We had 
experienced this type of worship in the meetings in Singapore and Thailand in the 
early 1980’s and longed for it to return to the Body of Christ. 


Jesus had promised in John 4:23, "But the hour comes, AND NOW IS, when the 
true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for the Father seeks 
such to worship Him". 


In saying this, Jesus made it obvious that there is more than one kind of worship. 
And further He stated that there is such a thing as “true worship” which is done in the 
spirit, rather than in the flesh. And He said the hour for that real worship was starting 
right then. 


Yet today in the Body of Christ, | see very little of this type of worship. | estimate 
that less than 10% of all worship in churches across the nations falls into this 
category today, which is a pity, because where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom. 


Appearance of Worship 


Part of the problem is our great advancements in technology. Virtually, everything 
can be programmed now. And if you do not have a great voice, no problem. The 
right equipment can be make anyone sound good! 


| am not against the wonderful equipment that can be had today. | believe God is 
the inventor of it all. After all, we are told that Satan himself was created with tabrets 
and pipes right in him. (Ezek. 28:13). 


However, equipment can become the instrument that is used to mimic reality. A 
person can be made to appear to worship, when in fact his heart is not worshipping 
God at all. You can be taught to look right and sound right, even when you are not 
right in your own spirit. 


Skill has become more important than anointing in a lot of our services. But | still 
believe it is not by might, nor by power but by My Spirit, says the Lord. Give me an 
anointed musician any day over a “skilled” musician who has no anointing. 


Horizontal Worship 


In the Old Testament there is a bit of information about a man called Zadok. Now 
the name Zadok means "righteous". It means, just, or to make right in a moral sense. 
Zadok and his sons were priests but they belonged to a special order of the priestly 
calling. These men were men of great integrity, who were deeply committed to the 
call of God on their lives to worship Him who had called them. They were sanctified 
and consecrated to the work that the Lord had called them to do. 


In Ezek. 48:11 the Word says, 'It shall be for the priests that are sanctified of the 
sons of Zadok, which have kept My charge, which went not astray when the children 
of Israel went astray, as the Levites went astray." 


The Levites were called to minister to the house of the Lord. Their responsibility 
was to care for the holy things and for the tabernacle itself. But the sons of Zadok 
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had a different calling. They were called to draw near to God Himself and to 
worship Him only. 


You could say the Levites were called to horizontal ministry. They ministered 
outward, in regard to the tabernacle and to the Jewish people. The sons of Zadok 
had a vertical worship. They worshipped upward to God. 


Horizontal ministry is necessary. It is not a bad thing. However this ministry is 'to' 
the people and not as much 'to the Lord.' The vertical ministry of Zadok is unique 
and it is a very high call to God Himself, before it ever touches the people of God. 


Both ministries are necessary. 


Zadok Anointing 

Most importantly | do believe the ministry of the Sons of Zadok is unto or 'to the 
Lord.’ We are told in Revelation 1:5-6 that we have all been made to be kings and 
priests unto our God. Every Christian is a priest unto God. 


Yet as surely as there were those who were Levites and those who were sons of 
Zadok in Old Testament days, so there are both kinds of priestly ministry today. The 
reason we find ourselves unsatisfied with much of the worship today is that it does 
not come to us by the Zadok anointing. It is often ego driven and self-centred. 


But when you sit under a true Zadok anointing you will know it. Under that 
anointing you will find release from yourself, as you soar upward into the throne 
room of the Most High God. You will become lost in His presence and will no longer 
suffer from the fear of man. It is under this great anointing that you will experience 
realms of His Spirit, seeing visions and hearing the heavenly orchestra and choir. In 
this anointing you will also find healing and miracles to flow because you are in His 
Divine presence. 


The worship that comes from a Zadok anointing will lift you higher and higher as 
you climb the Mount of Ascension, to where He becomes the very centre of your 
being. And at last, as you fall before His throne, you will know the satisfaction that 
comes from the union of God and man. In this place you know that He is satisfied 
with the worship as well. 


The Zadok anointing doesn't have anything to do with technology, or voice 
training, or learning to play an instrument. It has to do with a spiritual endowment, an 
anointing given by God, and developed under His instruction. The worship produced 
under that anointing comes from the spirit of a man, touched by the Spirit of God. 


The purpose of the Zadok anointing is to minister to God. Yet when you are in the 
presence of that anointing, (even if you are not moving in that anointing yourself), 
you will be ministered to as well. For that anointing draws the presence of God and 
He is always so powerful and generous that when He draws near, you cannot keep 
from being blessed in numerous ways. 


This is not about laying hands on people, although | very much believe in that 
ministry as well. This is about the awesome presence of God as He Himself is drawn 
to His people, by true spiritual worship. 
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This is not even what has come to be called "soaking music" for it has a prophetic 
edge, as God speaks to His people, through new song and the prophetic word, 
which is released by that anointing. 


| do believe that this wonderful anointing is going to be poured out upon the Body 
of Christ in this hour. Though we have travelled all over the world, | can count on one 
hand the number of people with the Zadok anointing | have known. Yet | believe it is 
coming. The cry of God's people for true worship is growing now. Surely, He will 
answer this cry from the hearts of His people. 


Are you ready to cry out to God for the release of the Zadok anointing to fall 
upon the Body of Christ in your church, your city and your nation? 
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generation and in the generations to come. 
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known world know that there was a God above all other Gods, who was 


alive, who was powerful and who cared for and protected His selected 
people. 


Now in the first-11 chapters of Exodus we see the nine_plagues,+~ 


which come upon the Egyptians, but in the beginning of chapter 12, God 
gives a new word to. Moses. 
From creation until this time, many hundreds, even thousands of 


years have occurred, but now a specific time is defined in scripture for the 
Jews. 


For the people who are soon to become a nation this is their new 
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your starting point. Iam ready to do something very special and you are to rs 


remember this forever. 


God goes on to tell Moses that on the 10" day of Nisan (the first-—— 


month) they are to select a lamb, a perfect lamb, a lamb without blemish 


83 


Formatted: Font: Verdana 


Formatted: Font: Verdana 


~| Formatted: Font: Verdana 


, Bold 


Formatted: Font: Verdana 


, Bold 


| Formatted: Font: Verdana 


, Bold 


~ | Formatted: Font: Verdana 


Formatted: Indent: First li 
Space After: 3 pt 


ne: 1cm, 


and to keep it until the 14" day, when they are to kill it, to roast it and to 
eat it without leaving anything over. 

They are also told to take the blood of this killed lamb and to put it 
onto the doorposts of their houses, so that the angel of death will 
Passover them. 


But the angel of death will kill the firstborn of any household, 
whether Jew or Egyptian, including all the firstborn animals, which does 
not have the blood sprinkled on the doorposts of the dwelling. 

God spoke the word and it happened, just as the Lord said it would, 
just like it happened in creation. 

God continued to speak to Moses, for the next 40 years., Did Moses 


enter the Promised Land? NO! But God, through His mercy and 
compassion, allowed Him to see it with his own eyes. 


Was Moses a mighty man of God? Yes. But he was disobedient to 
God and that was enough for the promise to be withheld from him. 
So today, as we look at the responsibilities of leaders and leadership, 


let_us take a real close look at one situation in the scripture and see what 
happens when leaders go off the track. 


Now we know that God moved mightily upon the nation. He opened 
up the “Reed Sea” (known today as the Red Sea) and the Jews were able 


to cross on dry ground, but the Egyptian army which followed after them 
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were destroyed. 
Moses, Miriam, and Aaron spoke of the victory on the other side of 


the Red Sea and all rejoiced. that God had delivered them from the 
Egyptians. The new nation of Israel then proceeded into the wilderness. 
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place yourself in, because it always leads to trouble for you. Notice what 
happens and how God responds to this situation. 
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Miriam. Come out you three to the Tabernacle of the congregation. And the said oa 
three.of them came out. 


Notice that all three heard the word of God. All three obeyed the word 
of God and came out. 


And the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud and stood in the door of 
the tabernacle and called Aaron and Miriam; and they both came. 
Again they heard the voice of God and they obeyed the voice of God. 


Verse 6: “And the Lord said to them; Hear now my words: If you 
are prophets, I the Lord will reveal myself to you in a vision and will 
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faithful in all my house. With him I will speak mouth to mouth, in a 
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vision, and not in similes (Images); and the glory of the Lord has he 
seen: why then were you not afraid to speak out against my servant 
Moses? 

Are you not aware that I speak face to face with Moses in visions and 
that he has seen my glory? In view of this why were you not afraid to speak 
out against him? 

God was saying to them. Are you crazy? Don’t you know that he is my 
special person? Do you think I will allow you to show disrespect for him? 

It then says that the anger of the Lord was kindled against them and 
the Lord departed. 


What happens when the Lord departs? His blessings.and_ His 
protection departs also. 

It_says that after the Lord departed immediately Miriam became a 
leper. Her skin showed all the sign of leprosy, which means she was no 
longer part of the tribe of Israel, she was to become an outcast. 


This was her punishment for speaking out against her own brother, 
the anointed one of God, the appointed leader by God. 


Pastors and leaders, we must learn to be God's servants at all times 


even when people commit sins and offences against us. We are not to 
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take them personally and react to them. 
We are to remember that we are appointed as God’s servants, to 
perform tasks and services for the betterment of the whole Body of 


Christ, which brings glory and honour to Him --- not for our own personal 
satisfaction. Now see what happens next. 


Now Aaron recognised that it was Miriam’s sin, which resulted in her 
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leprosy, so he pleads with Moses. Do not let her suffer for the sin that 
we have committed. 


Notice he recognises that he has also sinned, because he listened to 
Miriam’s complaining and speaking out against Moses, God’s anointed and 


did not do anything to stop her, or to make her aware of her wrong 
actions. 


| Formatted: 


Font: Verdana 


commit sin. 


Now Moses could have reacted to this situation two ways. He could 
have said;, Well, you brought this punishment upon yourself. You got what 
you deserved. 

But Moses went and interceded before God for the sins of his sister 
even though the offence, the sin was against him personally. 


Moses cries out to God; heal her now I beseech thee. 


unclean (as an example to the whole nation) and at the end of 7 days 
bring her back in again. 
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each tribe) who was to go out and spy out the land that God had 
promised to Abraham and to all their descendants, while they were in the 
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shall be called Joshua, son of Nun. 


Note: There are several occasions when God Almighty, or one 
of His anointed prophets, changes somebody's name_in_the 
scriptures. Whenever that happens, it should get your attention, 
because each Jewish name has a meaning. | 
Now Moses told them to go u 


spy out the land and to go to other parts of the land and to see how it lies 
and what are the benefits of this land that God promised to their fore- 


fathers. 
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of the land after 40 days - “a time of testing for each of them”, and 
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Moses and Aaron assembled the people of Israel together to hear the 
report from these 12 chiefs that Moses had selected. 


Num. 13:27 (NLT) 7’ This was ae report to Moses: “We arrived in< 


the land you sent us to see, and it is indeed’a magnificent country—a land 
flowing with milk and honey. Here is some of its fruit as proof. 
Their report says: Yes we found the land just like God had promised 
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it to our forefathers. It is indeed a land flowing with milk and honey. 
Here was a praise report to the nation of Israel. The land was just like 
God had promised. 


“But” (Nevertheless) there is a problem. _o 


The chiefs now gave the report about the people in these places. 

Num. 13:28 through Num. 13:29 (NLT) *°But the people living 
there are powerful, and their cities and towns are fortified and very large. 
We also saw the descendants of Anak (the giants) who are living there! 


2°The Amalekites live in the Negev, and the Hittites, Jebusites, and 
Amorites live in the hill country. The Canaanites live along the coast of 
the Mediterranean SeaZ and along the Jordan Valley.” 


just like God promised, Let us go up now (at once) against these 
people and conquer this land, for we are able to do so. 


Caleb still had his eyes on God and He still remembered the might 


miracles that God had performed to get the nation of Israel out of the 
land of Egypt. 


arm " in the Red Sea, so that they could cross out of slavery into freedom. 
He was sayin 


“Yes what these people are saying is true BUT GOD 


~| Formatted: Normal, Justified, Indent: 


Formatted: Indent: First line: 1 cm, 
Space After: 3 pt 


Formatted: Font: Verdana 


Formatted: Indent: First line: 1 cm, 
Space After: 3 pt 


{ Formatted: Font: Verdana, Bold } 


Formatted: Font: Verdana 


Formatted: Font: (Default) Verdana 


First line: 1 cm, Space After: 3 pt, 
Don't adjust space between Latin and 
Asian text, Don't adjust space between 
Asian text and numbers 


Formatted: Font: Verdana 


Formatted: Font: Verdana 


The others were saying: We can’t go up against them because- 
they are stronger than we are. So they brought a bad report up to 


the people of Israel. 
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aTo selecting another leader. They are now in open rebellion 
against God. 


At this moment what did the chiefs do who had given the bad report,-— 


NOTHING! 
But Joshua and Caleb _rent_their clothes in_front_of the nation of 


uThe land is a good land and if thes Lord favours us. « 


gHe will give it to us. 
alt is indeed and land flowing with milk and honey. 
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were going to kill these two leaders because they told the truth. What 
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God appears in a cloud in the tabernacle of the congregation before 
the whole nation of Israel. 


Look at what God says to Moses in verse 11. 


How long will they not believe me for all the signs, which I have done Formatted: Font: Verdana 
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you Moses and it will be a greater nation that this one. 
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God could have done what He said, right there and then. He could 
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have wiped out the whole nation of Israel and started again. 


Formatted: Font: Verdana 
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BUT there is going to be a penalty to those who have sinned against 
me. For those men who have witnessed the ten miracles I have 
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performed to get them out of Egypt and in this wilderness, none of them 
shall see the promised land, especially those ten who provoked me (with 
their bad reports). 

Because you waited for 40 days for the report to come back to you, 


then shall you wander in the wilderness one year for each day; 
you shall wander in the desert. 


good report they still lived. 


Pastors and leaders, there is a very important lesson to learn 


from this story. 
Whenever you are sent to do a task by Gods’ appointed, or b 


Holy Spirit, you must learn to see things as God sees them — not as the 
world sees them. 


Whenever you see things as God sees them there is victory. When 
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eventually rebellion. 


Even 40 years later when Joshua led the tribe of Israel (the children 
of those who left Egypt) across the Jordan into the land God had 
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of Egypt. 


They even knew that God had protected these children for 40 years 
in the desert, providing them with food and not having their clothes or 
shoes wear out for 40 years. 

They were. still trembling in their boots and as the nation of Israel 
came _against.them they were defeated, but only when Joshua went up 
against them_when he was told to do so by the Lord. 


When Joshua went up against them in his own timing and using his 
own methods, the nation of Israel was defeated and many were killed. 


So today I wish to pray for you all, to receive that wisdom of Caleb, 


so that in the future you will learn to listen to the Holy Spirit, who brings 
all things to your remembrance, who will show you how to do the tasks in 


a way which will bring glory to the Lord and bless your congregations, not 
punish them. 

Yes. This is the important thing to realise. Your actions and your 
decisions will have a direct impact upon the Body of Christ, which you 
have been called to lead and nurture. 


Let us pray: 
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Dear Heavenly Father, I come to you today through the blood of 


Jesus Christ your Son, which allows us direct access into the throne room 
of grace, and into your presence. Lord, today I ask that you pour out your 


you have called into this position of responsibility and leadership in all the 
nations ofthe world, 

Remind them once again that Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, and that is their primary task. 

Lord I ask, that_you renew within their hearts, the vision that you 
have given to each one of them. 

Lord encourage them to move to another level of maturity in. you, so 
that they may feel closer to you and put within each one, a burning desire 
to see this nation turned around for Jesus Christ —- in fact.turned upside 
down for Jesus Christ. 


I_ ask this prayer in the mighty name of Jesus_Christ our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 
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